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INTER=ARAB AFFAIRS 


PDRY RELATIONS WITH GULF STATES STUDIED 
Paris AL=~MUSTAQBAL in Arabic 10 May 80 pp 28-30 


[Article by Riyad Najib al-Rayyie: "What Is Reason for Change in South 
Yemen; Story of Aden-Gulf Relations") 


[Text] "If you want to know what is in Italy, you have got to know what is 
in Brazil.” 


I recalled this famous phrase by Hueni al-Burazan in the [comic] television 
series "Good Morning" while following up the recent political changes in 
South Yemen, If what is happening in Yemen must be discussed, regardless of 
how long the talk on the Gulf dwells, then what is happening in the Aden-Gulf 
relations must be discussed, and the international dimensions of these 
relations, especially in these critical days through which the Arabian 
Peninsula countries are passing, must be discussed. 


Most commentators have analyzed the reasons for relieving '‘Abd-al-Fattah 
Iema'il from the presidenty of South Yemen, for ousting him from all his 
party and political tasks and for ‘Ali Nasir Muhammad's assumption of the 
presidenty and of the position of the party's secretary general, AL-MUSTAQBAL 
had noted the possibility of such changes, of their consequences and of 
their causes nearly 6 months before the changes took place (AL-MUSTAQBAL, 
No 143, 17 November 1979). The events have confirmed the full details of 
AL~MUSTAQBAL's story on the struggle among the various forces in the Adeni 
regime for a choice between the Arabs and the Soviet Union. Therefore, we 
are only interested today in pointing out four positions that must be taken 
into consideration: 


First, the recent change in South Yemen does not at all mean abandoning the 
Adeni-Soviet friendship treaty which was signed last September. Neither 

does it mean moving away from Moscow. It rather means further coordination 
with Moscow in foreign policy and further reliance on it in domestic policy. 


Second, the presence of ‘Ali Nasir Muhammad on the top of the South Yemen 
regime means the presence of a person more flexible and more experienced in 
Arab relations than his predecessor ‘Abd-al-Fattah Isma'il and more 


understanding of South Yemen's needs from the neighboring countries of the 
Arabian Peninsula and, therefore, a person who is more realistically aware 
of the difference between the possible and the impossible in the option 
between ideological rigidity and politica: realien, 


Third, this change has come within the ‘ramework of the South policy calling, 
from within the Aden regime iteelf, for mending the relations with the Gulf 
atates in particular and for rapprochenent with the "conservative" regimes 
in the Arab world so as to acquire economic aid for South Yemen which is 
presently tn the direst need of such aid because the Soviet Union cannot 
shoulder this exhaustive economic burden alone, 


Fourth, the success of this change depends completely on the extent of the 
Arab Gulf states' response to the new Adeni wish for mending the relations 
between Aden and the Sultanate of Oman on the one hand and Aden and the 

other states on the other hand, especially Saudi Arabia and Iraq. Therefore, 
the guarantee for the survival of this change lies in the success and contin- 
vation of its new Arab relations. The positive and tangible consequences 

of such a success will be the flow of Arab economic aid to South Yemen, 


The history of the relations between South Yemen and the area's states is 

due primarily to the political and ideological nature of the regime ruling 

in Aden and to its fundamental connection with the policy opposed to the 
policy of the other pro-western regimes. After independence in 1967, there 
was an Adeni-Chinese rapprochement which then turned in 1973 into a rap- 
prochement with the Soviet Union at the beginning of the political changes 

in China and the restoration of [Chinese] relations with the Soviet Union. 
Since the mid-1970's, the relations with the Soviet Union have grown stronger 
and those with China have diminished. The relations with the Soviets cul- 
minated in the historic friendship treaty with Moscow last year. The 
relations between Aden and Moscow have gone through several phases, the most 
prominent of which has been the phase in which the regime joined completely-- 
both in form and in spirit--the Soviet bloc embodied in the East German and 
Cuban presence--a presence that has become one of the mainstays of the Soviet 
strategy--and in the Soviet military presence in the Arabian Peninsula cur- 
rently. 


South Yemen started its bad relations with the Arab's states with its 
obicction to UAE's, Qatar's and Bahrain's accession to the Arab League when 
‘lere states became independent at the end of 1970, South Yemen again 
opposed accession by the Sultanate of Oman in 1971. But Aden's relations 
with Muscat since that date have determined and continue to determine until 
this moment Aden's relations with the other states of the Arabian Peninsula, 
especially the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. The price for the establishment 

of relations between Riyadh and Aden in 1976 was South Yemen's promise to 
abide by the following terms: 


Stopping all aid tc the Oman Liberation Front revolutionaries. 





Withdrawing gradually the front's elements and the South Yemen forces 
supporting them from the eastern camp located on the southern borders 
between GQman and South Yemen (the Dhofar-Hadhramaut) borders, 


Full co-rdination with the sultanate's government. 
The return of all the Omanis present in South Yemen to their country. 
Non-intervention in the domestic affaires of the neighboring countries. 


No aid shall be advanced and no funde shall be paid to aden until it is made 
certain that it abides by the aforementioned conditions. 


The relations between Riyadh and Aden were restored even though South Yemen's 
government failed to abide by all the conditions. In April 1977, Saudi Arabia 
initiated its efforts to restore relations between Oman and South Yemen, This 
mediation was made during the visit that Prince Sa'ud al-Faysal, the Saudi 
minister of foreign affairs, paid to Sallalah on 12 April 1977 after visiting 
Aden from which he carried South Yemen's conditions which were summed up in 
two things: 


First, withdrawal of the Iranian forces which were present in Oman at the 
time and the official declaration of this withdrawal. 


Second, permitting the return of Omani front members who were living in South 
Yemen. 


The Omani response took the form of two conditions: 


First, putting a final end to the front's military operations and declaring 
Aden's abandonment of the front officially. 


Second, putting an end to the radio and information campaign against the 
sultanate and its men. 


It was Prince Sa'ud al-Faysal's opinion that Salim Rubayyi' ‘Ali, the head 
of state at the time who was later killed in the change that occurred in 
1978, represented the rational wing that wanted the resumption of relations 
and that responding to his conditions on the part of the Omanis would 
strengthen his domestic position against ‘'Abd-al-Fattah Iema'il's front, 
considering that Salim Rubayyi' ‘Ali was personally aware of the resentment 
among both resident and expatriate South Yemenis over the country's poor 
financial and economic conditions and over the futility of continuing the 
conflict between the two countries. However, Salim Rubayyi' ‘Ali wae under 
the influence of ‘Abd-al-Fattah Isma'il's front and did not want to weaken 
his position by accepting difficult conditions. 


It was agreed at the Sallalah meeting to hold a secret meeting in Saudi 
Arabia to be prepared for by Prince Sa'ud al-Faysal and to be attended by 
the foreign ministers of Oman and South Yemen. The two ministers were to 





be given full powers to reach agreement to restore normal relations between 
their two countries without referring to their governments, Before the 
Sallalah meeting, Sultan Qabue had issued a decree granting full amnesty 
to ail front members returning to Oman, Gradual withdrawal of the Lranian 
forces was also started, ae had been officially agreed in 1977, and was 
aimost completed by the end of the year, 


The proposed secret meeting did not take place until 25 June 1977 when Qays 
al-Zawawi, the Omani minister of estate for foreign affaire, and Muhammad Salih 
Muti’, the South Yemen sinister of foreign affaire at the time, met in 

Riyadh, in the presence of Prince Sa'ud al-Paysal, the Saudi minister of 
foreign affairs, The Adenis# brought up anew at this meeting the question 

of the Iranian forces’ withdrawal from Oman andthe future of the front 
members, demanding that the official Omani delegation meet with a delegation 
ofthe front. This is something that Oman had rejected absolutely. The 
Omanis said that they had no objection to meeting with the front members as 
Omani citizens and ordinary individuals but could not meet with them as a 
delegation or a front. At this meeting, che Omanis dumanded that [Aden] 
abandon the front officially and practically and t.at it declare this 
abandonment in a public official statement. Oman proposed to South Yemen 

that the two countries issue a joint communique on the resumption of relations 
between them to be announced simultaneously in Aden and in Muscat and in 
which Oman were to announce officially the withdrawal of the Iranian forces 

in return for South Yemen's announcement of withdrawal of the Soviet experts 
present in it. The Omani side added in its proposal that if it were difficult 
for South Yemen's government to declare officially its abandonment of the 
front for domestic reasons connected with the partisan situation there, 

then there would be no objection to Aden not making the announcement, pro- 
vided that it persuade the front members to return to their country in 

return for the facilitating of this task by Oman. 


Defending the presence of the Soviet experts and advisers in his country, 
Muhammad Salih Muti’ said that they had no leadership role in either the army 
or the government. He also demanded an explanation on the presence of the 
Iranian forces in Oman and brought up the issue of the borders between the 
two countries--an issue that had not been brought up originally because 
there was no disagreement over the borders--demanding the island of (Turya 
Murya) on the grounds that it had been managed by Aden throughout the 
British rule. The Omani side responded by saying that Turya Murya is an 
Omani island located across Oman's southern coast, that its history shows 
that a sultan had given it to Queen Victoria as a gift when she was crowned 
and that Aden had governed it by virtue of the presence of the British 
colonialism there. If the logic of annexation is acceptable because a cer- 
tain place was governed by another during the era of colonialism, then it is 
logical for the Indian government to demand annexation of the Arab Gulf 
states because they were governed from Bombay throughout the 19th century 
and the early 20th century. 











The South Yemeni side then proceeded to demand that the sultanate pay 
material reparations for the Yemeni citizens who had suffered losses as a 
result of the military operations and the shelling that occurred during the 
battles with the front elements, The Omani side said that the principle of 
reparation was acceptable withir che framework of the total demands to be 
discussed but not as a precondition for the resumption of relations. 


The Riyadh meeting produced no practical results other than the exchange of 
demands and counte: demands. Prince Sa'ud al-Fayeal asked that another 
meeting be held in the following month of July. The Omani side proposed 
that the meeting take place in New York during the U.N. General Assembly 
session in the month of September. [he Adeni minister demanded that the 
[Riyadh] meeting remain secret and that it be denied officially if any of the 
conferees were to be asked questions by the press, Until the time these 
lines were written, this meeting remained a meeting that had not taken 
place officially. A meeting was held in New York between Ways al-Zawawi 
and Muhammad Salih Muti’ during the 1977 U.N. General Assembly session. 
Prince Sa'ud al-Faysal did not take part in this meeting. 


The Saudi role to restore relations between Oman and South Yemen was preceded 
by a Kuwaiti mediation which had begun before the Arab League mediation. 

The Arab League was asked to embark on that mediation by the Arab League 
Council which convened in Tunis in March 1974, The Arab Mediation Committee, 
led by Mahmud Riyad, the then Arat League secretary, did actually arrive in 
Muscat and meet with the Omani officials. The committee then proceeded 

from Oman to Kuwait to go from there to Aden on the second phase of its task. 
But while in Kuwait, the committee was surprised by Aden's rejection to 
receive it after it had agreed to accept this wediation at the Arab League 
Council meetings. The task of the Arab League Mediation Committee thus ended 
in Kuwait before it could start. 


Kuwaic's role had started when Shaykh Sabah al-Ahmad al-Jabir, the Kuwaiti 
minister of foreign affairs, arrived in Muscat in the summer of 1973 to 
offer his country's offices for mediation with South Yemen in order to put 
an end to the situation existing between the two countries. Oman told 
Kuwait that it had no objection to Kuwait's use of its good offices and to 
continuing the mediation with Aden, if it wished to do so. The Kuwaiti 
mediation was still going on until the time when a political change in the 
ruling regime in Aden took place last April. All this time, the Kuwaiti 
mediation has went on almost constantly, rising and falling according to 
the warmth of the relations among the Gulf countrie. in the past 7 years. 
However, the Kuwaiti role continued to be a basic role in seeking rap- 
prochement between Aden and Muscat on the one hand and Aden, Riyadh and the 
other Gulf capitals on the other hand until Aden suddenly stirred the 
question of its relations with Oman 3 months before the change in South 
Yemen's ruling authority. This occurred when ‘Abduh ‘Ali ‘Abd-al-Rahman, 
the South Yemeni deputy minister of foreign affairs, visited Kuwait as the 
envoy of Salim Salih Muahmmad, his country's foreign minister, and met with 
Shaykh Sabah al-Ahmad, the Kuwaiti minister of foreign affairs. The South 





Yemeni deputy minister askec the Kuwaiti minister to notify Oman of Aden's 
readiness to negotiate with it for the “normalizacion” of relations between 
them, provided that the negotiat one take place in Kuwait. Kuwait announced 
its welcome to this initiative and ite readiness to continue the role of 
mediator, if asked to do so, Thie meeting took place in the middle of last 
January. 


What motivated the South Yemen regime to ask Kuwait to use its good offices 
again was the meeting that had taken place in the latest Arab summit in 
Tunis last November when Fahd ibn Maleuc, the chairman of t). Omani delegation 
and the deputy prime minister for legal) affairs, met with ‘Abd-al-Fattah 
lema'il, the president of South Yemen, in the presence of ‘Ali ‘Abdallah 
Salih, the president of North Yemen, and Shaykh Sabah al-Ahmad, the Kuwaiti 
minister of foreign aftairs. ‘Abd-al-Fa ah declared at that meeting his 
country's wish to resume the relations with Oman. ‘Ali ‘Abdallah Salih pro- 
posed San'a' as a venue for the meeting but agreewent was then reached that 
Kuwait would continue to be the venue for any likely meeting and that the 
canopy of the Kuwaiti mediation would continue to be the protective canopy. 
This was followed by a meeting between Qayse al-Zawawi, the Omani minister of 
foreign affairs, the Salim Salih Muahmmad, the Adeni minister of foreign 
affairs, which produced no tangible results other than the desire to negotiate 
anew for the resumption of relations. 


This situation continued until the South Yemeni envoy arrived in Kuwait last 
January. In his discussion with Shaykh Sabah al-Ahmad, ‘Abduh ‘Ali ‘Abd-al- 
Rahman asserted that the Soviet-South Yemen treaty does not affect Yemen's 
independence and sovereignty and that the ruling party's policy is to coexist 
with the brothers and the neighbors without consideration for politics or a 
regime's creed. He also announced his country's readiness to meet with the 
Omani officials at any level in Kuwait. The Yemeni envoy continued the 
“commendable efforts" that he started in Kuwait by visiting Saudi Arabia, 
Bahrain and the UAE with messages from his minister of foreign affairs 
calling for the establishment of equal relations between his country and 
these states. 


In [his meeting] with the Kuwaiti minister of foreign affairs, the South 
Yemeni envoy pointed out that his country has four “positions," not 
“conditions,” for which he wanted an explanation from the Sultanate of Oman 
because, in his opinion, these four positions are the crux of the disagree- 
ment. These four positions are: 


Oman's position toward the Baghdad and Tungs summit resolutions. 
The presence of foreign forces, particularly Egyptian forces, in Oman. 


Compensating South Yemen for the destruction caused to the 5.xth Governorate 
(Hadhramaut) as a result of the war against the revolutionaries. 














{[Qman's) position toward finding a solution to the problem of the front's 
elements and their return to Onan, 

Qman's response to Aden's “explanatory positions," not “conditions,” came 
in a reply from the Qmani minister of foreign affaires to the Kuwaiti minister 
of foreign affaires, stating: 


"Onan is committed to the Baghdad and Tunis summit resolutions. Its 
attendance of the Tunis summit is a proof of this. As for the presence of 
Egyptian forces on ite territories, GQman has no knowledge of such forces, 
denies such presence in part and parcel and challenges anybody to show it 
one Egyptian soldier on its territories. Oman does not need Egyptian or 
other troops to protect it because it is able to wage ite war by iteelf. As 
for reparations for the war damage, it is accepted in principle as a part of 
a comprehensive settlement and not as a condition for it. Regarding the 
return of the front elements to GQman, there is a full amnesty for then. 
However, Oman cannot negotiate with them as an organization and cannot promise 
them the high government positions and jobs they want as a condition for 
their return." 


The talks ended at this point and the “expected” change has taken place in 
Aden. It remains to test the truth and good intentions of this South Yemeni 
change in Kuwait. In the forthcoming test in Kuwait, the amp of the Gulf 
relations will either change or rigidity will return to the vicious circle 
which has not been broken in 10 years. 


If you want to know what is happening in Aden, you have to know what is 
happering in the Gulf. 


8494 
CSO: 4802 




















INTER=ARAB AFFAIRS 


BRIEFS 


SAUDI~TUNISIAN SECURITY AGREEMENT--Last Monday, the kingdom and Tunisia 
signed a security agreement between the two fraternai countries. This 
agreement, which was signed on the Saudi side by Hie Royal Highness Prince 
Nayif ibm ‘Abd-al-'Agiz, the minister of interior, and on the Tunisian side 
by Dries Guiga, the Tunisian minister of interior, provides for the exchange 
of security planning between the two countries in several spheres, including 
formation of the two [security] agencies, and defines the frameworks of 
cooperation between them in a manner that will produce positive results for 
the security of the two countries. Before signing the agreement, His 
Highness Prince Nayif had met with the Tunisian minister of interior for 

45 minutes. The meeting was attended by, "ie Highness Prince Atmad ibn 
‘Abd=-al-‘Aziz, the deputy minister of interior, and Dr Thrahin al-‘Awaji, the 
ministry's undersecretary. [Text] [Riyadh AL~YAMAMAH in Arabic 9 May 80 

p 7) 8494 


UAE~YAR AGRICULTURAL COOPERATION--Dubai--Sa'id al-Raqbani, the minister of 
agriculture and fish resources, has received a message from the YAR [Yemen 
Arab Republic] minister of agriculture for laying down the foundations of 
cooperation between the two countries in the spheres of agriculture and for 
continuing the exchange of expertise so as to raise the standard of agri- 
cultural production in the two countries and to provide the largest degree 
of services possible to farmers. This has been stated by Muhammad Musa 
Jasim, the director of the Pleat Resources Department, who has added that 
His Excellency al-Raqbani received the message during the meeting which he 
headed and which was Yemeni Agricultural Loans Bank, by the director of the 
plant resources and by Safuh Hatahit, the cooperation and marketing adviser 
in the Ministry of Agriculture. The conferees reviewed the experience of 
the Yemeni Loans Bank and of relying on trained local cadres that are aware 
f the conditions of the farmers and of the resources that should be made 
available to them. They also reviewed the bank's financial and administrative 
independence from the state agencies, the annual government subsidy advanced 
to the bank's capital and the method by which farmers repay on schedule the 
debts and loans they have already been given. Dr Tahir also reviewed the 
possibilities of seeking the help of the World Bank, the relations that 
should be established with the agricultural loans bank scheduled to be set 














up in the UAB and the possibility of making use of the bank's international 
experience in the agricultural spheres generally and in the sphere of agri- 
cultural and fish marketing in particular so as to make 411 the local and 
international resources available for serving the farmers. [Text] [Abu 
Dhabi AL-ITTIHAD in Arabic 10 May 80 p 2) 8494 
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EGYPT 


CAIRO'S WATER SITUATLON DISCUSSED 
Cairo ROSE AL-YUSUF un Arabic 2 Jun 80 pp 22-24 


[interview with Husayn Tal'at, director of Cairo Water Authority by 
Mirfat Fahm: "“Cairo's Problems Will Be Over by 1983; Water Prices 
Are Under Review") 


[Text] Summer ie here. It is time for a press interview 
with the di.ector of the Cairo water authority about his 
plans, busted pipes, pipes that do not reach their destina- 
tion, and pipes that carry muddy water. 


[Question] Why does our interview always occur in the summer, and why is 
the crisis worsening now? 


[Anewer| Our volume of water is the same in summer and winter, But the 
crisio appears in the summer due to increased water consumption caused by 
higher temperatures. 


[Question] What are the daily water requirements for Cairo and how much 
is produced’ 


[Answer] We produce 2,300,000 cubic meters daily which is quite sufficient. 
An individual needs 300 to 400 liters of water in total in his home and 

at work. Unfortunately, not all this volume reaches the consumers. Only 
one million cubic meters does, which results in a shortage of over 40 to 50 
percent, limiting individual consumption to 150 liters per day. 


[Question] Why doesn't all the water produced reach the consumers? 


[Answer] This goes back to three reasons: The authority, old pipes, and 
water abuse. The authority is now fixing pipes as soon as they burst. 
The new pipes need to be carefully washed. As ‘or the old pipes, we have 
acquired equipment to help us identify the leaky ones, so as to repair or 
replace them. Water abuse is the public's fault, and is due to poor 
maintenance in homes, government buildings, mosques and hospitals. 


10 





Water Prices--Will They Change’ 


Even water is subsidized by the government. Water does not go directly 
from the Nile to the faucets, This requires labor and equipment to lift 
the water, filter it, and disinfect it, Based on this, each meter of water 
costs the government 30 to 35 milliemes [one thousandeth of a pound), and 
ie sold to the public for around 12 milliemes, causing the government an 
annual loss of seven million pounds, 


[Question] Are you then going to increase water prices? 


{[Anewer] Thies ie being considered, but will not be implemented until after 
careful study, At the present time, local councils are studying this 
subject to learn what effects this increase may have on the citizens, 

The purpose of the increase is to guide consumption and relieve the govern- 
ment of the cost of subsidizing water production. In the past, the water 
company [not the water authority] used to sell water for 27 milliemes. If 
the price increases now, it may reach 45 milliemes. 


[Question] Why don't you increase water production? 


[Anewer] We cannot do that. Water production is very costly and is done 
through projects that require large financial resources and appropriations, 
One cubic meter of water requires the investment of 100 pounds. These 
projects require a long time to be implemented. The government realizes 
the importance of water and places it next in importance to secured food 
supply. 


[Question] The Shibra pipe is no longer the only one that bursts from 
time to time. + The phenomenon has spread to other pipes. What is the 
reason for the increased bursting of pipes? 


[Answer] There are currently 3,000 kms of pipe that have existed since 
1865. It is impossible for these pipes to remain in good condition all 
these years. Each pipe has a useful life that ends at some time. This 
affects the amount of water that reaches the consumers. When a pipe 
bursts, water is immediately sut off in the locality, until the pipe is 
repaired or replaced. This takes some time and affects the water supply 
that reaches the residents. 


Seventeen Percent of Residents With No Water 


[Question] According to statistics, water reaches only 70 percent of Cairo 
residents. Seventeen percent of the residents get their water from faucets 
in the streets, and the remaining percentage knows nothing about an 
“invention” called water. Is this possible in 19807 


[Answer] When the government prepares plans for housing projects, all 


services assist in providing the required water and sewage. Water reaches 
the new areas easily, because we know in advance about them and their 
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requirements, Unfortunately, some districts were constructed without planning 
as al-Matariyah and remote Cairo suburbs, There are people who construct a4 
building without a License and then request the governorate to provide them 
with water and sewage systems, The governorate rejects their requests 

because 4 license is required prior to construction, This is the problem, 





[Question] le depriving these areas of water considered a punishment’? 


[Anewer] Public pressure forces us to consider their requests, but priority 
is given to planned projects. We will not leave them without water, as it 
is every citizen's right to drink clean water, This is why we have a 
temporary measure which gives them free access to faucets in districts 
nearest them, until water can reach their homes, 


[Question] Which districts do you think need the most attention by the 
water authority? 


[Answer] The old communities where more construction than necessary 
occurre.. The pipes there are old and are too narrow to take more pressure. 
Therefore, they constantly require replacement. 


Upper Floor Problems 
[Question] Why doesn't the water reach the upper floors? 


[Anewer) There is a lot of pressure on the system, Water cannot rise to 
higher th a the fourth floor, even if the network is in good condition. 
However, « require landlords to pump the water to the residents. The 
residents who do not receive water file complaints against their landlord, 
and inspection is done by water authority. If the landlord does not install 
a pump, the residents can file an urgent claim against him and can install 


the pump at his expense. 
[Question] What are your expectations about solv.ng the water problem? ‘ 


[Anewer| The problem will be solved by 1983. This will be accomplished 
in several stages. The Nasr city station was inaugurated this month. It 
serves Nasr and Heliopolis. By the end of this year, al-Ma'adi will have 
400,000 and Rawd al-Faraj will have 100,000 cubic meters of water. There 
are also two projects in al-Fustat and Imbabah which will be completed in 
two years, providing Imbabah with 600,000 cubic meters of water daily. 
These two projects will cost 100 million pounds. Also, during this year, 
water will reach the Dar al-Salam district. [End of interview]. 


Our interview with the man responsible for providing your home with water 
is over. Are you more reassured’ 
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EGYPT 


NEW AL=SADAT PROVINCE UNDER DEVELOPMENT 
Cairo AL-AKHBAR in Arabic 6 Jun 80 p 6 


[Article by Muhammad al-Hawari: "Desert Province with City of al-Sadat as 
Capital; New Province Can Accomdate Seven Million and Develop One Million 
Feddans of Agricultural Land") 


[Text] Engineer Hasaballah al-Kafrawi, minister of reconstruction and 
minister of state for housing and land reclamation, inaugurates tomorrow 
the services buildings in the city of al-Sadat, the capital of the new 
al-Sadat province. The minister will present prizes to the first three 
winners in the design competition for a symbo! of the city. 


Engineer Hasan ‘Abd al-Muta'al, deputy minister of reconstruction, announced 
that the city of al-Sadat will be the capital of the new al-Sadat province 
which extends from north Cairo to the south of al-Buhayrah governorate. 

it has a capacity for seven million people and a potential to develop one 
million feddans of agricultural land, It will have an integrated industrial 
city for cement, earth bricks and other industries. 


He added that the capital city of al-Sadat will be located 94 kms from 
Cairo on the Cairo-Alexandria desert road, and will accommodate half a 
million residents within the coming twenty years. ‘t hae the potential 
for expansion to accommodate 1.5 million residents. 


It was decided to construct the following [in the city]: Service buildings, 
a city development building; an exhibition center; a first class hotel, 

and buildings for the first residential district, including a school of 
commerce, a mosque, shops, 4 nursery school, a social activities building, 
and 1,100 residential units. This will cost 11 million pounds. 


Work began last year to construct the major utilities for the city. Water 
wells were dug, 4 power station was installed and main roads were built. A 
green belt is currently being planted around the city covering an area of 
200 feddans. Work is also in progress to complete the woostruction of 
utilities for the first residential community coveri-g an area of 200 
feddans, and the first industrial district covering an area of one million 
square meters. 


The minister of reconstruction will inspect tomorrow the new construction 
sites in the first industrial and residential districts, and will also 
visit the water wells, power stations and the institute of desert develop- 


ment. 
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EGYPT 


STATE SECURITY COURT TO TRY SPECIAL TYPES OF CASES 
Cairo AL-JUMHURIYAH in Arabic 2 Jun 80 p 9 


[Article by 'lemat Hamid: "Firat Case before Higher State Security Court; 
Prosecutor Demands Hard Labor") 


[Text] The first session of the Higher State Security Court, which was 
recently reconstructed according to Law No 105 for 1980, was held at 
Bab al-Khalq Court Building yesterday. 


The court was presided over by Hilmi Hasan Wahbi, judge of the Court of 
Appeals, and included ‘Abd al-Rahim Nafi' and ‘Abd al-Majid Abu ‘Alam as 
members. The first case heard by the court was an embezzlement case, 


The suspect, Dimitri Naklah Jirjis, was an employee of the furniture 
department of a sales company (The National Stores). The District Attorney's 
Office had charged him with embezzling 590 pounds worth of fabrics, and 

with falsification of the company's books to conceal his crime. Representing 
the prosecution, ‘Isam Ibrahim al-Qaylubi requested the penalty of hard 
labor for the suspect. The case was adjourned at the request of the defense. 


The composition of the court yesterday represented its ordinary membership. 
Thus, it did not include the military element permitted by the new law. 

Thie element would consist of two members with ranks not lower than brigadier 
general. 


The court will meet daily even during the judicial recess which begins on 
July first, as cases referred to it affect the state's security and have to 
be dealt with promptly. 


Bribery and Supply Cases 
The reconstituted court will review all cases oi crimes against the stete's 
security in the governorates of Cairo and al-Jizah. These cases are 


provided for in the penal code and were originally under the jurisdiction 
of the State Security Court as previously constituted. 
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Ae of yeaterday, administrative departments of criminal courts began to 
tranafer to the security court cases related to bribery, influence peddling, 
embezzlement, espionage, impairment of national unity and attempting to 
change the government system by force, 


Also being transferred are cases related to violation of the political 
parties’ law by admitting as members persons banned from political activity 
or convicted of crimes by state security, people's or revolution courts 
under the laws which were approved by the plebiscite held following the 
18-19 January incidents. 


Also being transferred are cases of overpricing which call for more than 
imprisonment so ae to severely punish exploiters. 


The two chambers of the Higher State Security Court will try all these 
types of cases so long as no judgements have already been passed regarding 
them, The security court will even try cases which awaited sentencing as 
of yesterday. These include the cooperative union case regarding which a 
court decision had been scheduled to be rendered yesterday. 


Two Chambers 


The first chamber of the security court will hear cases until 15 June when 
the second chamber will begin its work. The second chamber will be presided 
over by Hasan Kamil al-Shami, judge of the court of appeals, asisted by 
Muhammad Faruq Tawfig and Muhammad Rasmi al-Jamal. The second chamber will 
be in session until the end of June, thereby alternating with the first 
chamber. 


‘Abd al-Rahim Nafi', member of the first chamber, says that the formation 
of the higher state security court will have two very important results: 


First, it will relieve ordinary criminal courts of some of their burden, 
and enable them to settle their cases more quickly. 


Second, it will concentrate the efforts of the state security court on 
special types of cases, ensuring quick settlement of these cases and 
implementing the principle of specialization of judges. 
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EGYPT 


NEED TO MODERNIZE MERCHANT FLEET, BOOST RAILROADS DISCUSSED 
Cairo AL-AHRAM in Arabic 25 May 80 p 9 


[Report by Ahmad 'Ismat: "Ninety Percent of our Foreign Trade Is Transported 
by Foreign Ships; 100 percent of Supplies Are Moved out of Ports by 
Trucks" ] 


{[Text] The merchant fleet needs to be examined objectively. It is unreason- 
able that 90 percent of our foreign trade should still depend on foreign 
companies, and that our national fleet should transport no more than 

3 to 10 percent. At the same time, we should study how we can improve 
internal transportation of goods from ports; that is, how we can reduce 

costs and thus the high prices imposed on the consumer, 


Why are trucks the only means used to transport goods from ports? Dr Yunis 
‘Umar, ports and maritime affairs consultant, says that the national fleet 
needs to be reinforced with modern cargo and passenger ships. It also 
needs some specialized ships such as grain cacciers. 


The Egyptian fleet consists of 40 cargo ships with a total capacity of 
221,055 tons, 4 passenger ships with a capacity of 2,170 passengers 
(14,254 tons), and 3 (tankers) with a capacity of 93,067 tons, for a total 
of 47 ships with a capacity of 328,376 tons. 


However, 18 percent of this fleet (14 ships) is past its estimated useful 
life, and 48 percent is half-way through its estimated useful life. As a 
result, cargo ships transport around 490,000 tons; that is, less than 10 
percent of the general merchandise and some ° percent of dry goods. Passen- 
ger ships transport around 45 percent of their passengers during the 
pilgrimage [to Mecca] season. 


Dr Yunis ‘Umar's study indicates that the fleet could be developed and its 
capacity increased so as to carry 25 percent of the foreign trade, by 
replacing the units which have exceeded their estimated useful life, 
introducing modern ships such as passenger car trane=~rt ships, and adding 
grain carriers and oil tankers, 
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In order to develop the national fleet, we have to examine the reasons for 
its low revenues and profit, According to the latest report of the fact- 
finding committee of the People's Assembly headed by Muhammad Rashwan, 
most of the Egyptian Maritime Company's ships leave empty from the port of 
Alexandria to European and American ports, During 1978, a public sector 
company which books cargo space for our exports and imports had to use 
foreign and rented ships to export goods from the ports of Alexandria, 
Port Said and Suez at a cost of around seven million pounds, In the mean- 
time, our national fleet was transporting goods for fees amounting to 
42,000 pounds, which is less than one percent of the transportation costs 
paid to foreign companies. ‘The committee also noted excessive repairs of 
the fleet's ships outside the country. 


Dr Yunis 'Umar's study also shows that although there are several Egyptian 
ports, current [activity] is limited to four major ports where foreign 





trade is carried on, If we set aside petroleum products, we find that current 


port capacity is almost equal to current trade. However, foreign trade is 
continuously increasing which necessitates port development to keep pace 
with it. 


Egyptian ports suffer from congestion from time to time, especially during 
the winter. However, Dr ‘Umar's study points out that the reason for 
congestion in any port is due to the lack of coordination between the 
importing, exporting and port authorities. Thus, traffic exceeds the 
handling capacity of docks during the export and import seasons. Problems 
include: a lack of guidance services, complicated customs procedures, 

use of unsuitable hauling equipment, slow movement of goods by importers, 
and insufficient internal transport facilities such as railroads, trucks, 
and river boats. Congestion is also due to reasons not related to port 
facilities, such as the use of old ships with inoperative or slow cranes, 
which lowers loading and unloading operations below international standards, 
as well as use of ships without cranes at all. 


While the fleet and the ports need support to cope with the increased 
volume of commercial activity, the methods of moving the merchandise out 
of the ports also affect the ports' efficiency. 


Engineer ‘Abd al -‘Al al-Salmawi, chairman of the transportation projects 
planning commission, says that the regional transportation systems and 
their links with the various ports can accomodate incoming and outgoing 
port traffic for the short and medium terms, However, improvements are 
required for the long term, In the port of Alexandri , less fungible 
goods are being transported by river, because the al-Mahmudiyah canal is 
not fit at present for modern river means of transportation. Also, the 
al-Nawbariyah canal is not operating to its full capacity yet, as it needs 
some further development before it becomes fully operational. 


A striking phenomenon, however, is the large volume of goods transported by 
truck, This amounts to 100 percent of general merchandise and more than 
40 percent of fungible goods. The reason for this is the shortage of land 
allotted to the railroad at the port, making it difficult for trains to move 
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into shipping and unloading zones. Therefore, railroad usage is confined 
to transporting coal and other fungible goods such as grains, 


The use of trucks to transport approximately seven million tons of goods 
causes traffic jams, and leads to further congestion in the port, Engineer 
al-Salmawi says that the port of Alexandria has a good transportation 
svatem, but that the distribution of goods to the various means of trans- 
portation is not suitable as both railroads and water systems are not doing 
their part in transporting goods to and from the port. 


At Port Said and Suez, most goods are transported by road due to the 
limited capacity of the railroad, and because the water canals connected 

to Port Said need some dredging to make them suitable for navigation, In 
the meantime, the roads that serve these two ports are currently adequate, 
As to the port of Safajah, it is not suitably linked to the regional trans- 
portation system, The proposed construction of a railway from Abu Tartur 
through Qana to Safajah will solve this problem, and will facilitate the 
transportation of goods that are expected to be drawn to the port, 
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ATTORNEY GENERAL DISCUSSES NEW LAWS 
Cairo AL-AHRAM in Arabic 9 Jun 80 p 3 
{ nterview with Salah al-Rashidi, the attorney general, by Rajab al-Banna) 


[Text] Restoring discipline to the Egyptian street is no longer a slogan 
but has become a fact. This time, the situation is quite different from 
past situations. 


Previous attempts to restore discipline to the streets were mere efforts. 
The legal apparatus was lacking. 


This time, logical preparations make the restoration of discipline to 
society as a whole an inevitable result. President al-Sadat himself is 

at the top of the executive apparatus. We have new laws that were all 
passed in what seemed like a legislative revolution to restore discipline, 
provide prompt justice, protect the people's food from those who speculate 
in it, and protect the people themselves from those who threaten their 
security. 


This was how Attorney General Salah al-Rashidi began the interview, The 
interview then dealt with the new laws, including the Law of Shame, the 

law stiffening penalties against those responsible for criminal increases 

in prices, the law on the state security court, and the law protecting 
people from those who threaten their security. All these are new laws, 

and it is the right or rather duty of every citizen to learn about them 
before he exposes himself to their deterrent provisions. Here is an account 
of the interview. 





[Question] Let us begin with the questions some people raise about the Law 
of Shame. I would also like to understand whether this law has created 
duplication between the public prosecutor and the socialist prosecutor. 


[Answer] This law was intended to establish discipline in all society. 
Tell those who ask [about duplication] that they misinterpreted the law. 
In fact, the Law of Shame established a new responsibility--a political 
responsibility assumed by the socialist prosecutor. It is quite distinct 
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from criminal reaponsibility which ia the sole domain of the public 
prosecutor, If they read the first line of Article Three of the law, they 
will find that it begins as follows: "Whoever commits one of the following 
acta is questioned politically..." The acts involving political accounta- 
bility are then listed, The socialist prosecutor, then, has 4 new special 
jurisdiction, while the public prosecutor's jurisdiction is untouched, 
There is no interference between the two, 


[Question] What if someone was accused of acts that have both political 
and criminal aspects? 


[Answer] In this case the public prosecutor has the right to act and must 
conduct investigations to uncover the criminal responsibility. This, of 
sourse, does not prevent the socialist prosecutor from carrying out his 
political investigation. Thus, the public prosecutor's investigation 
moves side by side with that of the socialist prosecutor. The beginning 
of investigation by either side does not prevent the other from conducting 
his investigation according to his jurisdiction as defined by the law, 


Cooperation Is Always Needed 


Penalties provided for by the Law of Shame are protective measures which 
differ from criminal penalties. You can see that the public prosecutor's 
work is completely independent of the socialist prosecutor's work. This, 
of course, does not prevent cooperation between the two systems, In some 
cases, the public prosecutor may be satisfied with the protective measures 
[of the socialist prosecutor], and see no need for a criminal case. 


[Question] Does the public prosecutor in this case step out of his role? 


[Answer] This in not unusual, and is practiced with regard to criminal 
cases related to dicscip.‘nary cases. We sometimes find a case of minor 
embezzlement by an employee, and he is dismissed after the administrative 
prosecutor investigates the case. In this situation, the public prosecutor 
is satisfied with the dismissal and finds no need for a criminal case for 
such minor embezzlement. Cooperation between the administrative and public 
prosecutors in this regard has a long history. This will be the same 
between the public and socialist prosecutors. The ultimate purpose is 

to establish justice, protect society and spread security. The important 
issue is not who has jurisdiction, but whether or not the public interest 
is served, 


Will the Law Operate on Basis of Suspicion? 


[Question] Let us move to the law passed a few days ago, described as the 
law that protects society from the two threats to its safety and security, 
the Law on Dubious Persons. Some say that evidence and not suspicion 
should be the basis of arrest. No one should be punished until after he 
commits his crime. What can I tell these people? 











[Anewer] Tell them that the Vagrancy and Dubious Persons Law does not 
consider anyone dubious except on the basis of repeated crime and conclusive 
evidence that he is in the habit of buying food supplies distributed by 
the public sector to resell them to the public at higher prices, Is it 
not society's duty to protect iteelf from such people and pursue them 
until they disappear? The same applies to a person who is caught several 
times dealing in prostitution or counterfeit money, or committing crimes 
that affect government security, such as communicating with a foreign 
country on aggressive acts that hurt the country. The law considers these 
people as dubious and gives the public prosecutor the right to place them 
on trial before a special court consisting of one judge, assisted by two 
experts, One of these experte is from the ministry of social affairs, 
and the other is from the ministry of interior. These present 4 report to 
the court about the suepect's social circumstances and his police and past 
criminal records, These two experts do not participate in passing the 
sentence, 


[Question] They say that this law gives the prosecution broad powers to 
make decisions which have the power of judicial judgements. 


[Answer] Never. The court passes judgement. The court has the right to 
take precautionary measures such as, confining someone to an area, preventing 
someone from residing in a specific area, deporting a person, placing « 
person under police surveillance or putting him in one of the institutions 
specified by the minister of interior, All this can be done only by court 
order, Such measures may last from six months to three years, If the 
suspect is a foreigner, and is subject to the law, the court may decide 

to deport him, 


[Question] They say that this law gives the public prosecutor the right 
to detain the suspect. 


[Answer] If thers is strong evidence that the suspect is highly dangerous, 
the public prosecnitor may order him to be put in an observation home, 

This order is oniy issued by the advocate general or the chief prosecutor. 
The case must then be presented to court within a period not exceeding 30 
days in order to decide whether to continue or cance] the order. 


A Necessary Law 
[Question] Was this new law necessary? 


[Answer] Of course. It is a law necessary for the protection of society 
from habitual criminals who assault people, steal, trade in the people's 
food, or deal in drugs and poisons or weapons. Can you imagine the existence 
of security in society with those around? Can there be order again while 
they commit their crimes? 


[Question] How about rights? We would like for every citizen, even if he 
is a criminal, adequate rights. Does this law provide them’ 
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[Anewer] Yes, the law provides for rights, No one can take any action 
wichout a court order, Thie is different from the Emergency Law which 
gives military government (the governor would be a military governor in 
his governorate) the right to place 4 person under house arrest or exile 
him by just ieeuing an order, But under this law, there has to be a 

tvial and a judgement, The law gives 4 person the right of appeal to 

one of the courte of firet inetance, Thies guarantees him defense initially 
and on appeal, Do you need more rights? 


[Question] What about the law on the State Security Court. Are the ordinary 
courte not sufficient’ 


[Anewer] Thies here is a copy of the constitution. Article 171 stipulates 
that there should be state security courte. It leaves it to the lawmakers 
to establish these courts, organize chem and decide on the qualifications 
of their members. This new law only organized the matter. Higher state 
security courts deal with crimes against the state's security from outside 
and from within, such as crimes involving explosives, bribes, embezzlement, 
threats to national unity and other crimes mentioned in the Law for the 
Protection of the Country and the Citizens. This law concerns crimes of 
illegal assembly, distruction of public property, strikes and refusal to 
work, and tax evasion. Partial [lower] state security courts try crimes 
related to supplies and government pricing of goods. 


More Rights Now 


[Question] They say that the state security courts which were abolished 
upon the cancellation of martial law, are back under this law. 


[Answer] Never. There is a great difference. Judgements of state security 
courte under the emergency law were all subject to the review of the 
military commander only. But judgements of the new state security courts 
are all subject to appeal. Judgements of the higher state security courts 
can be appealed to the court of appeals. And judgements of the lower 
security courts can also be appealed. Do you not agree that this law 
provides many rights which did not exist when the emergency law was in 
effect? 


[Question] They say that this law gave the public prosecutor powers to 
put suspects in jail. 


[Anewer] Never. The law gives the public prosecutor the power's of an 
examining magistrate in addition to the prosecutor's regular authority 
during the investigation of any crime that falls under his jurisdiction. 

To guarantee a smooth investigation and ensure justice, the prosecutor 

can now issue an order to put a suspect in jail for 15 days, renewable 

up to a maximum of 45 days. It is only natural that as long as the prosecu- 
tion has the powers of an examining magistrate, it should be able to do 
what the magistrate can do. 











[Question] Did thie law guarantee that the suspect be tried as soon 4s 
possible’ 


[Anewer] It gave the prosecutor the right to transfer crimes directly to 
the higher state security courts, thus bypassing arraignment before a magis- 
trate. This is to the advantage of the suspect, as he does not have to 

wait and go through many involved proceedings. 


[Question] We finally come to the law to restore discipline in the market 
place and fight the criminal price increases, as President al-Sadat called 
it. From your point of view, do you think that this law will decrease 
supply-related crimes? 

[Anewer] Yes. The cases will decrease, because the minister of supply 

and internal trade is now able to order the offender's shop closed up to 
six months. He can also deprive an offending merchant of his allotted 
share of rationed goods until judgement is passed on his case. This is 

a speedy procedure to control merchants and protect the people. At the same 
time, the minister of supply can appoint a representative to manage a 

store which is ordered closed, if its closing affects the supply situation. 
Thus, the people would not be deprived of a distribution outlet. The law 
can also render quick judgment in cases of violation of price lists, profit 
limitation and supply regulations. The public prosecutor informs the 
socialist prosecutor of final sentences passed on merchants, imposing 

fines or imprisonment, so that the latter may take appropriate action 
according to the law on receivership and public safety. I think that these 
new procedures will have a great impact on restoring discipline to the market- 
place, because police campaigns and supply investigations are not enough. 
There must be a strict law. In fact, the supply laws were not strict 
enough. This law, however, is. 


Discipline Is Back in the Market 


[Question] In your opinion, are these procedures enough to bring discipline 
back to the marketplace? 


[Answer] These are, no doubt, deterrent procedures and penalties. The 
penalty now may be up to five years of imprisonment and up to a 1,000-pound 
fine. If the merchant violates the law three times, the penalty is 
imprisonment. 


{Question} But the philosophy behind increasing penalties, which is to 
deter all merchants, is wasted as a result of the long time the prosecutor 
takes on his investigations. Thus, the people, and maybe even the merchant 
himself, forget the subject of the violation. 


[Answer] If investigations take a long time, I would have to say that you 
are right. But the situation is different. The case is presented to the 
lower state security court as soon as the violation occurs. These prosecu- 
tors work day and night to act on cases as soon as possible, keeping them 
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on file if there is no evidence or presenting them to court if there is 
enough evidence against the suspect, 


In addition, a decision has been made to increase the number of «tate 
security court prosecutors to handle the expected increase in cases in the 
first phase, ae 4 result of merchants imagining they can evade the law, | 
have decided that the directors of some prosecution of*.ces will have the 
title of chief prosecutor in appreciation of the impo;cance of these cases 
and in keeping with the president's inetructions to fight criminal price 
increases. 





Il am currently reviewing 4 proposal to establish a special prosecution office 
to implement the Dubious Person and Vagrancy Law in order to standardize 
action in all cases. In my opinion, the specialized system would give the 
prosecutor a chance to thoroughly investigate each crime, thus giving the 


suspect his rights, and ensuring standardized action and sound application 
of the law. 


[Question] What would I say if I wanted to summarize the wisdom of these 
new laws? 


[Anewer] Say that they represent a new phase during which the law will 
firmly punish every violator. The restoration of discipline to the Egyptian 
marketplace will be realized this time, because it will be enforced by the 
law which is a weapon worthy of a modern, civilized nation. 
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EGYPT 


SOLUTIONS FOR PORT OF ALEXANDRIA CONGESTION PROBLEMS 
Cairo AL-AHRAM in Arabic 26 May 80 p 9 


[Article by Ahmad ‘Iemat: “Perries and the Delegation of Navigational 
Authority to Private Companies Eliminates the Specter of Congestion at the 
Egyptian Porte") 


{Text} Today, we present the problems faced by the largest and most 
important Egyptian port, Alexandria. This report is based on a brief 
discussion with port chief Maj Gen Jalal Fahmi. 


The port of Alexandria wants independence and the removal of restrictions 
which hamper ite development, so as not to fall prey to congestion as the 
volume of imports increases. This is what Jalal Fahmi, the chief of the 
port of Alexandria authority, said in his discussion of the present and 
future of the port and the possibility of the port's standards reaching 
international standards. 


Maj Gen Jalal Fahmi said that despite many attempts since 1964 to ston 
congestion at the port of Alexandria, all signe indicate that the volume 

of goods at the port became equal to its theoretical capacity at the end of 
1977, and that the volume of goods and ships has been increasing beyond that 
capacity since 1978. Therefore, we have begun dealing with this situation 

to establish some balance between the volume of goods and the port's capacity. 
We have started to efficiently utilize our time, raise the efficiency of 
longshoremen and of administrative units, reduce waiting periods between 
ships and reduce loss and damage to goods in the course of handling at the 
port. 


The chief said that in order to overcome the problem of having more ships 
and goods than the port can handle, the port authority sought to change 
the way in which goods are packed, so that they would take less space on 
land or on board ships. We encouraged the use of containers which 
facilitate transport, handling and loading and unloading of goods. We 
also encouraged the use of poured instead of packed coment through floating 
structures to reduce pressure on the port; and the importing of tied, 
rather than loose, timber for easier handling. We also encouraged ships 
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to unload at the internal end of the port away from the piers, thus increas- 
ing the port's efficiency, We aleo sought to reactivate the petroleum 
pipeline outeide the port in al-'Ajami, We utilized the loans provided 

by the International Bank for Reconstruction and Development to build new 
piers and provide the port with land and sea equipment needed to service 
shipe and carry out loading and unloading operations, All this checked 

the increase in congestion and delays, 


Reduction of Ship Waiting Time in Port 


Although the port hae been able to check the problems of congestion and to 
balance the volume of traffic with the port's capacity, the continuous 
increase in the volume of goods necessitates taking effective measures to 
enable the port to control the situation in the future. In relation to 
this, Maj Gen Fahmi said that “we have includea among cic eoale we would 
like to reach this year, speeding up the cycle from the moment the ship 
enters to unload until it leavesthe port. This would reduce shipping fees, 
and saves the government millions of pounds. The ship's cycle inside the 
port was 11 daye during 1978. We were able to reduce it to only 6 days in 
1979. We hope to be able to further reduce it to 4 days, but this requires 
the joint efforts of all concerned as well as the fulfillment of certain 
requirements without which the port would once again face the inevitable 
problem of volume in excess of capacity." 


Legislative Amendments Needed 


The port authority chief said that a law must be passed to give the port 
authority control over all companies and agencies which operate within 

the port. This law would free the authority from all obstacles which 
prevent the authority from pursuing self-development and operating in an 
economic manner. Furthermore, current maritime licenses must be transferred 
to independent companies to achieve competition. Thus, each company 

would be totally accountable to its own board of directors, instead of 
having all companies subject to the Alexandria Maritime Authority, which 
forces all companies to adhere to this authority's decisions despite the 
different circumstances of each concession. In order to expedite each 
ship's cycle inside the port, a new uniform tariff must be set for servicing 
ships and goods. The current higher night tarrife cause some ship captains 
to refuse unloading their ships during the night. The cycle can also be 
expedited through more efficient servicing by maritime agencies by attending 
to the ship's needs as soon as these are identified. This would avoid 
holding up a ship, once unloading is completed, for preasons such as 

fueling and repairs. Loading and unloading capacity must also be increased 
to come closer to the international average. The current capacity is 

370 tons/day while the international average is 760 tons/day. Chief Palimi 
added that “we can get closer to the international average, especially 

after the new equipment arrives this year." 














Around=the-Clock Work Needed 


Maj Gen Fahmi said that in order to get close to international standards of 
loading and unloading, work must continue on a 24-hour basis through shifte, 
where a complete crew ie assigned for each shift, Currently, 24-hour work 
is done on an overtime basis where the workera who work during the day 
continue working during the night. Thies leads to continued decrease in 
efficiency and effort, The ownere of merchandise must also be faster in 
moving their goode out of the port or into back atorage to provide enough 
apace for new arrivals, 


Old ships that arrive at the port are still a problem, as they take a long 
time to load and unload, Although the port administration issued orders 
not to use old ships, it did not succeed in overcoming this problem, The 
only solution is to buy and lease new ships to replace the old ones. 


9455 
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REVOLUTLONARY COUNCIL OUTLINES SOCLAL PROGRAMS 
Tehran JAVANAN- & EMRUZ in Persian 9 Jun 80 pp 32, 33, 46, 48, 49 


/Acticle by Mohammad Reza Rafi'zadeh: "100 Billion Riale in Credits for 
Workers’ Housing"/ 


/Text/ /continuetion/ The bill of the law on ways for assigning and restor 
ing lands to the peasants; in accordance with this, land will be broken 
down into three categories: 


1. Natural resource Lands which are at the disposal of the Islamic gov- 
ernment. 


2. Lande which are under cultivation have been restored through Islamic 
structures and are in the hands of the Foundation for the Downtrodden. 


3. Large lands which are in the hands of large landowners and whose legal 
documentation is also ostensibly with the landowners of the previous regime. 


(Large lands are three times the land which local usage considers necessary 
for a farm.) 


lL. In the light of local custom, land will be given to them. 


2. Land granted to the landowner can be in another location, or the Land 
owner can receive the rental value /for it/. 


Rules on the assignment of land: Farmers lacking land or possessing little 
land, agricultural graduates and people interested in agriculture; assign 
ment of land will be for a specific period, in keeping with the special 
conditions of the area, in the form of a cooperative company. The Land 
must not remain idle without an excuse. In the event tire tesired revenues 
are obtained, the assignment of the land will be rene .. Cultivation on 
the Lane will be in accordance with the needs of the country. 


According to one bill, the maximum land /to be owned / by the person farm- 
ing it in various areas of Iran has been determined, and these lands are 
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Lande without owners which were taken from agents of the previous regime 
or are fallow nationalized Lands, 


For example, this /maximum/ is 45 hectares of rice fields and prepared 
lands per person in the region of Gorgan and the Gorgan Plain and 25 hec- 
tares in the Provinces of Mazandaran, Gilan, Hormozegan, Yazd, Torkoman, 
Baluchestan, and Faridan. We see that the lands of the people who are pre- 
pared to be active have been returned through the assignment of land. How- 
ever, regarding the subject of farming, fertilizer, seeds, and the educa- 
tion of rural inhabitants, we suffer from inadequacies. The bill on the 
law to provide assistance to producers who save sustained losses from agri- 
cultural crops and livestock production: in accordance with this law, if 
events and occurrences occur which cannot be foreseen or prevented and 
farmers and livestock owners suffer losses thereby, the sums will be paid 
out to them after the volume has been determined and the losses have been 
appraised, 


Investigation into land disputes in Gombad and the Gorgan Plain: since 
the lands in this area belonged to Palizban and Oveysi, and, as a result 
of the decision regarding them, the lands in this area were without owners 
following the revolution and the people in this area took possession of 
them, in view of their ability /to farm them/, disputes appeared as a con- 
sequence. In order to avoid the appearance of these disputes, the Revolu- 
tionary Council appointed a commission composed of representatives of the 
Ministries of Justice, the Interior and Agriculture and Rural Development, 
two respected people from the area and two representatives of the Fund for 
the Downtrodden to investigate the disputes, and permission has been given 
for their views to be carried out carefully in every respect following the 
investigation. 


The coste related to the provisien of infrastructures for housing construc- 
tion and plans for farming and proceesing (sugar cane in Karun and live 
stock raising in Moghan) have been paid (the volume of expenses is not un- 
determined in the ratified version). 


One hundred tons of wheat in the form of free assistance to the tribes of 
Fars Province have been placed at the disposal of the Governor General of 
Fars. 


Permission has been given to the Water Resource Investigation and Experi 
mentation Organization of the Ministry of Power to accept the membership 
of the CBHRA investigating organization and benefit from the consulting 
services of this organization regarding hydraulic matters. 


Development: 


In order to avoid the suspension of development activities in the provinces 
and raise the level of employment in various areas of the country, credits 
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equal to 60 billion rials have been allocated to special re jional projects 
and essential requirements, 


Of this amount, 40 billion riale have been set aside for regional plans, 
15 billifion rials for completion and expansion of rural roads, the remaining 
5 billion rials for the necessary requirements of rural inhabitants. 


Exemption of the water tariff for users who consume small amounts and users 
whose monthly consumption is less than 10 cubic meters per month. 


Users whose monthly electricity consumption is less than 100 kilowatts 
will benefit from the exemption; if consumption is greater than 100 kilo 
watts the entire cost of consumption will be collected. 


The sum of 300 million rials for aid to flood victims. 


The Province of Khuzestan has been selected to provide cement blocks for 
“he construction of houses in rural areas, to accelerate the development 
nd construction of bridges, and to construct rural roads. 


assignment of the performance and abandonment of bids related to construc- 
tion projects and regional projects: more than 100 million rials have been 
allotted to the governors general. 


As a result of the recent earthquake in Khorasan, the sum of 700 million 
rials has been placed at the disposal of the Ministry of Housing and Town 
Planning for the purpose of reconstruction of villages hit by earthquakes. 


People in the District of Tabas who had received loans for housing and 
whose buildings were destroyed as a result of the earthquake have been ex- 
empted from repayment of the remainder of the loan by virtue of a bill. 


Health: 


A bill on a law to use the services of retired doctors by purchasing ser- 
vices in rural areas and remote districts which have vital need for doctors. 


All narcotics present in the Narcotics Surveillance Bureau must be destroyed 


without fail after officials have determined that they are of no medical 
benefit. 


In accordance with a bill, all pharmaceutical goods in the Benevolent 
Foundation for the Distribution of Pharmaceuticals have been exempted from 
customs duties. 


Cultural and artistic: 


A bill on the merger of universities: since centers of higher education 
have become very extensive, and since the previous regime created many 
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problems in institutions of higher learning including the large number of 
students, the shortage of teaching staffs, and the paucity of educational 
equipment, because of fear of students and because the system of admitting 
students was irregular, 53 universities are being merged with one another 
to eliminate these problems, of course into the 10 scientific departments 
with the privileges they possess. 


The goals of the university are to educate sincere, human manpower, and 
the university students will help the productive sections of society as 
they are studying. 


The bill on exempting students in government night high schools from the 
monthly fee which is in accordance with this bill, in the event they are 
permanently engaged in studying; they will pay only the equivalent of the 
monthly fee for government day schools. 


The bill related to exemption of graduates of the Teacher's Training Cent- 
er from military service, since they are constantly performing service in 
the schools as if they were soldiers. 


The bill establishing the Higher Institute of Education and the Judiciary 
in the Higher Institute of Qom, which is charged with admin.stering this 
educational area in Qom. 


In the bill on publications, it is stated that publications are printed 
materials which are printed in a regular fashion in specific locations, 
possess a fixed title and a serial number, and present news, information 
and various views on various subjects to the public; the publication of 
the publication will only be at the responsibility of real Iranian person 
or Iranian capital, and members of the army, governors general, ministers, 
and managing directors from the previous regime cannot publish publica- 
tions. 


If a charge or columny is made against a person, be he real or legal, in 
publishing a publication, the plaintiff can send a response to it in writ 
ing to that publication within a period of 1 month on condition that it 
not be more than double /the length of the original/, and the publication 
will be charged with publishing it in the same columns /as the original/ 
in the first or second issue following receipt. If ic does not do so, the 
person can complain about that newspaper; this section will be carried out 
at the present time. 


If a government oi icial wishes to censor a subject, he will be removed 
permanently from government positions or sentenced to imprisonment for a 
misdemeanor for 6 months to 2 years. 





All equipment for sporting federations and clubs will be exempted from 
customs duties. 


31 





fy virtue of a bill, the export of all kinds of artistic and antique works 
from the country is prohibited, 


Regarding Economics and Labor: 


According to a bill, permission has been given to the Central Bank of [ran 
to place the sum of about 100 billion riale at low commission at the dis- 
posal of the Workers’ Welfare Bank, 


This is contingent on having 3 billion rials of this credit conditionally 
disbursed on housing Loans to workers and having 7 billion disbursed on 
loans to factories to construct workers’ housing. 


The bill exempting 9 percent of the losses on late payments and levies on 
reconstruction which people owing on reconstruction levies who have not 
paid up their debts must pay by 21 September. In this case they will be 
exempt from levies on 9 percent of the loss of the late payment. 


Thirty billion rials in loans without interest to funds for loans for 
good works for economic activities which the Central Bank must reduce by 

l percent of the commission, the Export Bank must reduce by 2 percent, and 
in general must be reduced for one time only by 3 percent, at the time of 
payment of the loan as a commission. 


Since the previous regime brought agriculture to ruin, in the process of 
ostensibly protecting the nation's industries, this disruption reached a 
minimum following the fall of the regime; as a consequence of the disturb- 
ances in relations between workcis, management and ownership, and problems 
in ordering primary materials and the sale of goods, a severe crisis arose. 
In order to save the national economy and industry, a law has been ratified 
whose objective is: 


l. To observe the Islamic system in regard to workers’ wages. 2. Liber- 
ate the Iranian economy from dependence on oil and gain independence by 
producing domestic requirements to the extent of self-sufficiency, expan- 
sion and exports. 3. Expanding the area of labor. 4. Avoiding state 
dominance and protecting nongovernment activities. In this law, industries 
have been broken down into four categories: 


In order to eliminate the problem of the Southern Fisheries Company Ltd, 
permission has been given to the Fisheries Company and to fishermen as 

well to import fishing equipment which is not manufactured in Iran without 
paying customs levies or duties from abroad. This equipment will be placed 
at the disposal of cooperative companies at an appropriate price. In order 
to increase domestic output and increase fishing, permission has been given 
to the Plan and Budget Organization to place a loan without interest for a 
period of 5 years equivalent to 500 million rials at the disposal of the 
Southern Fisheries; the repayment period of the loan will be 15 years. 
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The sum of 3 billion rials has been placed at the disposal of companies 
producing various detergent products as a short-term loan through com- 
mercial banks in order to help and to provide imported primary materials. 


In the index of productive and service activities to obtain loans from the 
account for the plan to expand small and medium productive and service 
activities in livestock rearing, agriculture and industry which was rati- 
fied on 12 January 1980, these types of activities have been broken down 
into 10 sections: spare part services and repair shops; food industries; 
machinery industries related to the food and textile and clothing indus- 
tries; chemical industries; petrochemicals, construction material and cel 
lulose industries; metal products industries; automobile industries; elec- 
tric machinery and household appliance industries; miscellaneous indus- 
tries and crafts; and productive, agricultural and Livestock activities. 


The regulations for carrying out the plan for unemployed graduates, accord- 
ing to which the governors general will be in charge of taking measures to 
create a center /to elminate/ unemployment to alleviate shortages, especi- 
ally in terms of reducing dependence on the outer world through economic 
dominance by foreign countries, especially in the area of the production 

of agriculture, livestock, primary materials, and equipment required by 
rural areas, by creating centers in the rural areas which will have staffs 
and functions. 


A bill to provide credit for payments to unemployed persons for performing 
work has been submitted for ratification; by virtue of this, the sum of 

l billion rials will be provided from the credit account for executive 
agency expenses and will be paid out to unemployed persons by the Ministry 
of the Interior. 


A bill of a law on equal work hours for laborers and white collar workers 
and equality with white collar workers’ holidays. 


Politic lL: 





The dissolved Democratic Party of Kordestan has been declared dissolved. 
Savak was dissolved (12 February 1980). 
Housing and land: 


The law abrogating ownership of unused urban lands: the government has 

the duty, within the /city/ limits of the 25-year-old law on cities, in 
systems where there are limits (as does the Ministry of Housing and Town 
Planning, in limits which it has announced), of gradually informing persons 
who possess land by virtue of documents from the era of the previous re- 
gime that they must .ake steps to develop the land or else their land will 
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come under government jurisdiction. People who do not have houses in which 
to live but do have land will have a grace period of 3 years. 


There is no need for a grace period to be granted by the government tor 
surplus areas; these will come under government jurisdiction immediately. 


If the owners of housing unite have taken steps to build but cannot com- 
plete these units, the government can pay the cost of the infrastructure 
facilities and continue the remainder of the work. 


The law on ways for assigning and restoring lands: in accordance with this 
law, the lands which can be assigned consist of: 1. Fallow lands. 2, 
Lands belonging to the government. 3. Unused lands. 4. Forest /and/ 
pasture lands. 5. Expropriated lands. The mode of assignment will be 
one whereby land is granted for agricultural and related activities, with 
observation of all conditions, and for activities and functions which are 
not agricultural. The regulations on who can receive assignments /are/as 
follc:s: 


1. Residents of the area who have a minimum of 30 years' residence in the 
area. 


2. Volunteers who undercake to live in the area (migration from the towns 
to the rural areas). 


3. People who have been educated in agriculture, veterinary medicine and 
livestock rearing. 


r. Government employees, on condition thac they leave their employment or 
be retired. The body which will be given permission to make assignments 
in the rural areas will be a committee comprising a representative of the 
Rural Council, a representative of the District Agricultural Council, and 
a representative of the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development. 
That part of the land on which development steps have not been taken will 
belong to the government and will be nationalized and separated from func- 
tioning and fallow lands. The assignment of the lands will be mde to 
ministries and benevolent organizations in accordance with regulations. 


The regulations abrogating the ownership of unused urban lands have been 
ratified by the Council of Ministers. In these regulations, Articles One, 
14, 13, 19 amd 20 have each been ratified separately. 


Judictary: 
On the date of 12 March 1979 the National Higher Court, its Office of 
Public Prosecutor and the security and security review courts were dis- 


solved, and it was decreed that all persons who had not been summoned to 
work during this period would be considered retired or would be included 
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under the Law Reforming the Judiciary System and che Law on the Employment 
of Judges ratified on 9 March 1979, 


in order to purge and reform the judiciary administrative system, as well 
as the offices of the courts, prosecutors’ offices and other administrative 
structures, a committee will be formed made up of two judges and three 
judiciary administrative employees as basic members, and one judge and one 
employee as alternate members, on the recommendation of the minister of 
justice and by approval of the Council of Ministers. It will have a dura- 
tion of 6 months. Among the functions of this committee are: 1. It can 
dissolve any court and judiciary authority it deems necessary, in case of 
need following che liquidation form them again and, except for surplus de- 
partments, establish new judiciary authorities and departments as neces- 
sary. 3. /sic/ The committee may act to change judges and employees whose 
continued activity it does not consider necessary by lowering salaries or 
positions, by permanent severance or by retirement. 


In order to guarantee the necessary conditions for the proper functioning 
of matters and unearthing poor financial and administrative operations in 
the ministries, be they national or military, and government organizations, 
an organization will be appointed by name of General National Investigation 
related to the Ministry of Justice. 


The regulations organizing the formation of the investigating committees: 
this organization has been broken down into two sections: 


l. The cection to investigate ministries and government organizations. 


2. The section to investigate complaints. In accordance with these regula 
tions, all persons can present their complaints to the organization. In 
the event the committee determines that the complaint is administrative or 
judiciary, the competent body must investigate it. If it is determined 
that the complaint bears on administrative deficiencies, the recommenda- 
tion made on reform or completion /of the deficiency/ will be announced to 
the person in charge of it and this committee must not interfere in matters 
which are of a private character. 


In accordance with one bill, the guild system courts have been dissolved 
and all persons who were punished for violating the regulations wili be 
excused from punishment. 


Representatives in the previous regime's parliament from the date of 
5 June 1963 to 12 February 1979, must pay all they received as deputies 
to the government, as they are considered usurpers by the Iranian nation. 


Similarly, except for representatives who resigned in accordance with the 
emam's orders, they will all be deprived of all government positions. 
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Representatives who resigned by order of the emam can continue their pre 
vious work, 


A bill for the liquidation and reform of the National Document Registra: 
tion and Property Organization, and for the National Office heade and of 
fice assistants, has been approved. 


Administrative: 


The Council of Ministers, in order to prevent the congestion of manpower 
in government agencies and in order to benefit from the existing manpower 
and accelerate processes, has taken the decision, regarding new employment, 
that all types of employment--contract, official or day wage--in all min- 
istries and government organizations has been declared prohibited; however, 
there will be no objection to the employment of educational, medical and 
nursing personnel, within the limite of the laws, on condition that consid- 
eration be given to that. Of course use must first be made of /existi 


government employees. 


The maximum salaries of working and retired employees and employees who 
are ready to serve have been set and will be in effect only until the end 
of winter 1981, in accordance with the figures which have been recommended. 


The bill ratifying continuous raises for retirement and work disability 
/pensions/. 


In order to avoid the suspension of activities and to accelerate the flow 
of work in all units of higher education and research, all boards of 
trustees of universities and educational institutions were declared dis- 
solved as of 25 February 1979 and their Central Council positions were as- 
signed to the minister of science and art and the ministers of state in 
the Plan, Budget and Revolutionary Projects Organization. 


In order to observe economies in the disbursement of credits and reduce 
the centrel government exchequer, the Ministries of Culture, Art, Science 
and Higher Education were merged under the title of Culture and Higher 
Education on 21 Pebruary 1979. 


Graduates of the Teacher's Training Center, as well as students who have 
eraduated and have benefited from free educational benefits, have the re- 
sponsibility of serving in exchange for this. In the event the Ministry 
of Education fails to hire them, the documents will be given to those mak- 
ing the commitments, and their commitments will be abrogated. 


The names of some cities and towns were changed on 29 September 1950 /sic/. 


Determining the assignment of Savak employees is the responsibility of the 
Office of the Prime Minister. 




















The law on the Social Service of Women ratified in 1965 and subsequent 
laws amending that have been abrogated. 


Military service has been reduced from 2 years to 14 monthe (one and a 
half years). 


According to one bill, the minimum period of suspension of ranks of offic- 
ere and privates in the General National Police and people in the Gendarm- 
erie has been determined for every rank (by the method of introducing the 
executive system). 


Violations and the method of investigating driving violations have been 
determined. 


Four thousand guards have been employed by the General National Police. 


Bills and decrees regarding the organization of the nation's revenue in 
order to prevent the loss of the country's revenue and control it. 
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IRAN 


REVOLUTION SEEN BBSET BY NUMEROUS PROBLEMS 
Duesseldorf WIRTSCHAPTSWOCHE in German 11 Jul 60 pp '/-'8 


[[rticle: "Unending Revolution*7 


{fers The Islamic Republic of Iran is 
midet of a deep crisis, The fate 
of the American hostages weighs less 
heavily on the country than economic 
stagnation and power s es at the 
top. No one knows what w happen 
Khomeyni dies. 


The influential deputy to the Majlis, the newly elected 
Iranian parliament, answered part of our question. 
When asked about how the revolution in [Iran is doing, he 
said: "The revolution is a 4ifficult and 
* But he did not tell us whe this path is 



























in Tehran is 





definition. 


to obtain an overview 
effects o revolution, but nearly 
ible evidences of the Shah's regime. Unless 

proach is » any Western attempt at 
produce distorted assesements which either sol 
even turn up new ones. 
to the new Iran. 





defies exact 
































Piret of all, there ie the remarkable tenacity --often 


overlooked in the West-- with which the revoluti lea- 
gree have pursued the 4ifficult road toward legalistic con- 
ons. 


Wherever there were irregularities reported in this spring's 
parliapen elections, they were investigated. If errors 
or manipulations were unoovered, the voters had to go to the 
lle once more, Khomeyni's decision, too, to let parliament 
ecide the fate of the American hos 6 may be viewed as an 





indication of his conception of fai to the consti- 
tution and the separation of powers. 
But thie of etructures solidifying ie only part of 







Islamic reality. The question of who becomes Minister Presi- 
dent and who is taken into the cabinet has been bitterly 
fought over for weeke by the Islamic fundamentalists in the 
ol and the sore pragmatic Islamic politicians around 
Pre t Bani-Sadr. The debates and decisi 














cesses inside the two Tehran centres, the serelutie- 
nary council rament, are just about as unfathon- 






Kremlin, 


the state of Iran's economy. 
such an extent that American 
pean boycott measures cannot be expected to 
long-term effecte can 
Iranian politicians 


able as those 






standard of living 
empire. 


In early December 1978, while unrest was already in full 
indus 


and commerce, Brich Rolf Roentgen, had his own 
explanation for the causes of the revolution: "Boonomic and 
technical progress compressed into a relatively short period 
of time is bound to lead to an osion." The shock waves 
of the explosion have died down; country has returned 
to ite everyday existence, if not to normalcy. A German 





bry head of the official German-Iranian chamber of 








39 














Sea does not feel things have changed much since the Shah's 
time, "Out here," os, “we do not notice that a revo- 
lution has taken place. 8 ie symptomatic because despite 
the revolution many thinge in Iran have stayed the same, 


On the surface, the capital of Tehran gpecente an image of 
glaring contraste. Walle are covered wi hd wan — | 
slogans and show windows are covered with posters extolling 
new achievements, vilifying the Shah's reg and = 
nicious influence of the West. But in front of these mile- 
long wall newspapers on the wide sidewalks the street ven- 
dore are as busy as ever selling Western consumer goods de- 
spite all the anti-Western qeorsenese. Jeans, T- 
jo sweaters are among most Bay items, the more 
so if carry some American legend or other, 


electrician woownng, See Brown Boveri in Neka on the Caspian 
he 









Nowhere near half the Iranian girle and women wear a chador 
or veil or at least a kerchief as the mullahs ask. It is a 
bit of an irony that the renaissance of the veil decreed by 
the authorities is iy Sy treditional item of Islamic 
women's apparel into some of a novelty article. Disco 
music blares from hundreds of loudspeakers in the basaars 
and sales of TV sete and, according to some, of cassettes 
containing blue movies are on the rise. 


American names of hotels, boutiques and restaurantes have 
been largely retained and Buro specialties on restaurant 
menus are a matter of course. A multitude of pedlars esnsti- 
tute a new addition to the street scene. They can even be 
found standing on the curb of one of the few + AR. . 
c 















which take some of the load off Tehran's s 
problew, hawking their wares-- fruit and vegetables, ciga- 


rettes, candy or anything they think they can sell. 


The liberalization of the retail trade upon which the tradi- 

tional basaar merchants look as unwelcome competitien, has 

= —22 in Tehran * a new eas living The word is 
many o ese men previously earned a liv as 

and thieves. They are as lavish with their praise of — 

Khomeyni and the blessings of the revolution as they are quick 

to quote the scriptures of the Koran. 


The incipient enforcement of Islamic rule: such as the ban 

on alcohol and prostitution and the curtailment of Westerni- 
gation have created a far-fl black market economy. The 
sale of American cigarettes, ugh officially discouraged, is 
tolerated, There also seems to be no way of stepping the 
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illicit trade in aloohol. A bottle of beer can be sad 13 
DM 10; a bottle of whisky tor DM 160, Now and again 
Tehran newepapers carry reports of the disoove of 3 
alcohol caches whose owners are severely punished. But 
even the heaviest sentences do not seem to scare them any 
more than the death penalties imposed on prostitutes and 
pin . Taxi drivers are still ready to provide the perti- 
addresses for a fee. 





Such examples would seem to prove those in the Teheran 
government right who do not consider toughness a suffi- 
cient Islamic re-education method such as is cticed 
narrow-mindedly and mercilessly by the revolutionary tri- 









nal headed A. —*p —2 * Ze of + + a 
etrengthens grow resistance o e b urgeois 
Western-oriented middle class which the country needs 


and which holds key os eens in industry, commerce and the 
administration now t the old upper clase has fled and 
— aaah kes have left the country. In these circles 
leration or indifference vis-a-vis the revoiu- 
tion a have by and large tuned into skepticiem and defiance. 


eee is not only directed against the inefficiency of 

sovelotieansnce te centlaniin eaapeae So” 

revolutionaries aga e contin gn to 
reduce Western tafluenoes which to the middle clasa consti- 
tutes an encroachment upon ite quality of life. This not 
only applies to the ban on alcohol but aleo to the closing 
of all movie houses and the ban on pam events with 
Western pro eee as well as currency restrictions, 
the ban on American cars and the overall realisa- 
tion that mil tant slam tends to overshadow social life 
more and more, 















After 1 1/2 years of revolution a new of class struggle 
—1* Iran. On citer — there is the middle class 
es economic prosper not wanting to give up a 
life style which seoluses cosmetics, videorecorders 

American automobiles. On the other side, there are the basic 
needs of the millions-- a roof over their heads, a job and 
sufficient food. 


Alleviation of the housing requirements of the millions is 
one of the most urgent —— confronting the new leader- 
ship. The north-south differential in Tehran is the prime 
example for this state of affairs. In the north of the city 
there are villas with large grounds, lavish apartment houses 
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with —— p9esse clear water running between the roadways 
and the eid ke, Clean air from the slopes of the Elburs 
mountains. But in the south, below the old city center 
around the bazaar, misery begins, The air ise eticky and the 
canalised creeks are like foul-smelling sewers. In the summer, 
there is a water shortage; the huts are made of materials 

no Western junk dealer would even look at, 


Before the revolution, such miserable hutments were the 

only shelter the millions of "mostaz'efin," the Oppressed and 
deprived could find. Until today, they are the back ne of 
the revolution because along with the seers the facto 
workers and the peasants they have ited from the revolu- 
tion or at least should, as far as the government is concer- 
ned. There is no tell whether Teheran today has a _— 
tion of four, five or six million people. But it may 


assumed that the ses of the revolutionaries to create 
obs and housing have made for a jump in the population. 
housing shortage has gotten worse rather better. 


Last year a "Mostaz'efin Housing Office" was established 
which confiscated real estate, houses and apartments valued 
at DM 250 million by the end of 1979 and started redistri- 
bution for the needy. But there are still empty houses and 
apartments and space is still being sold to family members 
and friends to keep it from being confiscated. 


Time and again, construction activity has come to a stand- 
still since the revolution. But the government is try to 
mt | ite housing program through. is to provide a 
house for every worker. Anyone with an income can get 
a no-interest or low-interest housing loan; rents were lowe- 
red decree; businesses are being called upon to share in 
the f cing of apartmente to a greater extent than before. 


Reliev the housing shor and fight unemployment 
are on RF to be of e FF —— are no re- 


liable statistics, but ormed guesses speak of 25 to 35 
percent unemployed out of a to labor force of some 10 
million Iranians. 


Giving up on industrialigzation is therefore out of the 
question for t vernment. But future economic policies 
are supposed to «.aform to Islamic poses les. The pertinent 
eco c theories were largely developed Dr Ali Shariati, 
who died in Southampton in 1977 at the age of 44. He was per- 


mitted to leave Iran a few months before he died after 





42 











spending the time from 1973 to 1975 ae a political prisoner 
of the Shah's secret police and being cruelly tortured, 


Shariati, who is revered in Iran much like Khomeyni, pre- 
sents a poogpesesve view of Islam in his pages opus. He 
calle for the Islamic peoples to achieve indepedence from 

the industrial nations and to turn their backs on "machinisn,." 
"In our day and age, man, nature and the machine itself have 
become slaves of machiniem," he says, His analysis reaches 
the conclusion that "we must not repeat the mistakes of the 
West. This does not mean that we should simply revert to our 
traditions; we should take advantage of the machines and 
develop a new social system on the basis of our cultural 


heritage." 


Today, only the outlines of the new order of the Iranian 
economy are discernible. What was viewed in the West as the 
"nationalisation" of production and the capital sector was 
in fact an inevitable nationalization cess in order to 
keep those business firms which were eatened by flight 
of capital from collapsing. 





There may be talk of the senpearcesees of foreign capital; 
but to date neither the revolutionary council, nor 
government have made a firm decision on it. Representatives 
of German firms in Tehran believe that the pragmatiste are 
presently on top in the nationalisation debate; they are 
said to fear a ther cut-off of Iran's economy from tech- 
nical know-how and from investment goods, if such a step 
were taken. Private sector as opposed to public sector pro- 
duction is running well, accord to German executives in 
Iran. In public sector plants working time has decrea- 
sed to 1.2 hours per day. 





In the wake of the revolution, first steps toward economic 
democracy have been taken in the factories. Unions have 
been formed and workers' councils have been elected. But 
not every firm has attained the kind "of mutual trust and 
cooperation" between t and the workers' represen- 
tatives as has a German eutical com - Work stop- 
pages, strikes and absenteeiem are regularly used by en- 
ployees of other firms to lend weight to their demands. 
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The result is a loss in productivity and, at least theore- 
tically, increased dependence on foreign countries, But the 
Iranian Finance Minister Ali Salim considers the existing 
recession no more than "a natural consequence of any revo- 
lution." In Ali Salim's view, the government is faced with 
the difficult task of having to fight "recession and in- 
flation" simultaneously. According to the Iranian central 
bank, the cost of living index rose by 16 percent in March 
as compared to last year. The price of some foods such as 
rice, meat, eggs, fruite and vegetables rose by more than 
30 percent. But state intervention did bring down rents and 
soline prices by 5 percent. Foreign experts believe that 

he monthly inflation rate now stands at about 30 percent 
across the board. 


The government response to inflation has been to cut the 
budget. The projected et for 1980/81 was trimmed down 
from $38 billion to $23 billion and government offices were 
told weed out excess staff-- personnel costs making up 90 
percent of total government expenditures. Supern 

personnel should go to the fatories, Ali Salim says. 


Ae far as is known, the Iranian leadership ao - to 
provide the economy with a labor-intensive, industrial base 
concentrating on the production of foodstuffs building 
———— he hee —. and Sarr a. 
castings, engines, water > Cc machinery 
equi t as well as electrotechnical products. Water 
supply and water disposal are also given * priority-- 
German manufacturers stand to profit from this. 


Just as the Tehran leadership has decided to continue pur- 
suing industrialigation, it has by no means dropped all 
major undertakings. Oil price con ersies with Japan were 
no obstacle in Tehran's coming to terms with To on the 
completion of the $3.3 billion petrochemical plant at Ban- 
dar Khome yni. The second unit of the Isfahan refinery is 
also due to go into operation shortly. 


Since the beginning of the year the Tehran leadership's 
response to the boycott debate has been very active, | 
began ing up spare te and stocked up materials suc 

as struc 1 steel at the same time tried to establish 
new economic ties in Bast bloc and Third horld countries, 
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The Iranian economy will not be affected by the sanctions 
imposed by the West for several months, The FRG office for 
commerce and industr ap roved the settlement of existing 
contracts totaling 4 i million until 9 June, But German 
firms dependent on trade with Iran are already worried 
about their very survival, 


By the end of June the decision to impose sanctions had al- 
ready led to losses for German firms amounting to about 

DM 100 million and the representatives of German firms in 
Tehran now are talk about the threat of losing Germany's 
share of Iranian market in the long run. 


The boycott in fact does help the Iranian revolutionary 
leaders to lessen the long-deplored dependence of their eco- 
nomy on the former delivery countries and non-boycott states 
are rewarded with contracts. Spain, for example, is likely 

to increase its exports to Iran fourfo.. this year, Teheran's 
list of wishes includes steel 33 and chemical products, 
automobile spare parts as well as housewares, 


But quite apart from the question of what effect the boycott 
will ultimately have, the Iranian leadership will have to 
stabilize the internal situation quickly, if the country is 
not to slide into chaos after all. 


President Bani-Sadr failed several times in his attempt to 
appoint a Minister President prior to the convening of par- 
liament in late May. Now, one month after the first session 
of parliament, Iran still does not have a constitutional 
government. 


In the meantime, Bani-Sadr is ing to sidestep the con- 
flict with the mullahs by obtain Khomeyni's prior squseras 
on any decision he makes. He meets with the 80 year-ol 
revolutionary leader almost every day. 


To demonstrate his commitment to his own policies to Kho- 
meyni, Bani-Sadr offered his resignation to him weeks ago, 
leaving the head of state free to decide on it at any time. 
But the outlook for the President is uncertain. And, it is 
equally uncertain whether the system itself ean survive the 
erises it is bound to face in the future. Resistance to the 
revolution has by no means slackened as the bomb attempts, 
the burning of grain fields, the arrest and execution of 
members of the armed forces amply show and as the fact that 
thousands of firearms --40,000 rifles, some say-- have found 
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their way into the underground tends to prove. Prequent 
rumors about a coup, broadcast the state media as well 
as the — "Voice of Iran," are part of 
everyday life in the revolution, 


To be sure, the aged Shiite leader is already at work on 

eserving continuity after his own death. At the end of 
hay he named Ayatollah Hossain Ali Montaseri as the new 
"Priday acher" for the holy city of Qom, thereby giving 
a firet ication of his choice of a possible euccessor 
to the title of "Velajat Paghi,” or head of state. But 


things may also turn out the Abolhassan Bani-Sadr pre- 
dicted as long ago as March of aL » “The real danger 
is that of the power * "which we will face 
when we get up one o tind the at Khoneyni is dead. He 


is the one who is hol tas it all git at present. Much 
needs to be done and it needs to be done quic --we must 
build up solid and strong institutions-- order to + 
vent a military coup which I do not consider impossible by 
any means." 


9478 
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ISRAEL 


NUCLEAR CAPABILITIES OF COUNTRY ANALYZED 
London AL~DUSTUR in Arabic 21-27 Jul 80 pp 37-41 
[Article by Muhemmed ‘Ali Qesim) 


[Text] The assessination of Dr Yehye Amin al-Meshhed, the Arab scientist who 
worked in the Ireqi nucleer program, is only « link in the chein of Isreel's 
attempts to prevent Iraq from developing ite first nuclear bomb. This, of 
course, sheds light on the U.S. attempts to prevent the Arebs, and the Third 
World in generel, from ecquiring e defensive weapon, st the seme time when Is- 
reel's nuclear knowledge is advancing. However, the question stends concern- 
ing the Isreeli nuclear program, sbout which the Americens and the Isreelis 
ere keeping silent while reising such e clemor sbout the Areb nucleer progren. 


The question of the entrence of nuclear weapons into the arene of the Arab- 
Isreeli struggle is by no means simply # possibility which may be realized et 
some future stage; the fects show elmost certeinly thet these weapons heve 
become actually s pert of the militery and strategic fectors which ere involved 
in this struggle and determine its general currents. It cen still be seid 
without much exagerration thet, during the 1960's, the nuclear factor will be 
@ firmly established and basic pert of the totality of the elements which ere 
significent in reckoning the relationships of the forces between the Areb coun- 
tries and the Isreeli enemy, if not in the field of their us. in the form of 

e direct operation, then at least on the level of the letent possession of 
them by one or more of the sides which ere contending in the srea, although it 
is true thet e limited number of Arab countries heve become increasingly con- 
scious of the importence of this fect end of the importance of its influence 
on the vicissitudes of the struggle and the horizons of its future development, 
for the Israeli enemy wes, unfortunately, first to concentrate on the import- 
ence of nuclear power, end consequently on exerting efforts towerd supplying 
itself with it. At the time woen estimetes from Western sources indicete thet 
some of the Areb progrems whicn pertain to the development of nuclear power 
heve reached an eernest stage which indicates increasing determinetion to 
acquire militery nuclear power, these sources say, on the other hend, that 
Israel is at the present time the only side in the srea which possesses nuclear 
weepons. This is something which cennot but indicate the need to emphasize 
the importance of the possession of such e@ weepon es this by the Arebd netions 
for their own pert, or et least their possession of the capebility to develo, 
it end produce it when the need calls. 
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The | %.ota of the JIaraelt Nuclear Program 


The possession of nuclear weapons by the Israeli forces is considered the 

fruit of efforts which heve continued for about 20 years, and it hes comprised 
many factors of cooperation and exchange of experience between Isreel and a 
number of Western nations, Aithough this cooperation wes not uninterrupted, 

it bears an "officiel" cheracter from the point of view of its being open 
government cooperation, for it includes in most of its stages, if not all of 
them, various forms and methods of direct encouragement which "some govern- 
ment quarters” and officiel intelligence apparatuses and scientific circles, 
which ere responsible for the nucleer progrems in some of the Western nations, 
have offered, and the constant fecilitetion which they provided to the Isreelis 
in their task of developing their nucleer capabilities end bringing them to the 
point of ec.uel production. 





The origin of the Israeli program goes back to the lete 1950's. The execution 
of it begen at thet time ‘n the form of 4 program whose purpose was to develop 
nuclear technology to use for "peaceful purposes", especially for desselineting 
ses water and genereting electrical power. However, the direct militery goels 
of these efforts were too obvious to conceal. This eerly stege of the Israeli 
nuclear efforts was cherecterized by close cooperation with French efforts, 
which were going on at thet time to develop independent nucleer capability for 
the French forces, which still lecked such @ capability in comperison with the 
Soviet Union, the U.S.A., and Britain. What srouses concern in this field is 
thet Frence followed, in the treditionsl manner, the principle of treaking the 
monopoly of the superpowers on the nuclear weapon. This principle was not 
represented in the ettempt to obtein French capabilities sione, but goes so far 
as to encourage # number of chosen allies to develop their own independent 
nuclesr forces. Of course, it is well known thet Isreel was at thet time 
considered France's most favored ally, not only in the Middle East, but also 
throughout the Third World. 


‘he Isreeli-French cooperation bore fruit in the lete 1950's and the early 
1960's in the enablement of Israel to build its first nuclear reactor, the 
Dimone reactor, which is located in the occupied Negev Desert end which, since 
thet time, has formed the basis of the Isreeli nuclesr program. 


The Isreelis were not contented with re.ying on the exchange of experience in 
the nuclear field with France, but set sbout to “penetrate” 6 number of other 
establishments belonging to verious Western nations which possessed nucleer 
technology, even if some of these countries had not decided to we this 
expertise of theirs to develop their own nuclear weapons. Some Western 
“ources ssy thet the two most outsten@ing exemples of thet were West Germany 
snd Canada (both of these being countries which hed decided to refrein from 
developing nuclesr weapons of their own, even though they hed the capebility 
to do so). Furthermore, the cooperation between Isreel and the U.S. in the 
nuclear field was slways 8 matter not to be discounted; on the contrary, it 
was considered probable in many circles. However, most of the guesses were 
that the Israeli-U.S. cooperation hed not adopted an official form, but was 
restricted to U.S. equipment end eppersetuses in which the Zionist elements 
possessed enough capability to ensble them to carry them out beyond the steted 
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government policy and which calls (at least ® principle) for restricting the 
spread of nuclesr weapons among the sinall nations, even if they are allies of 
the U.S. 


In any case, Israel has made use of this “multifaceted” policy, especially 
efter the collepse of ite political and militery reletions with France in the 
days of the regime of Generel de Gaulle, and o limitation following the French 
prohibition of the exportetion of weapons to Israel after the June 1967 wer. 
This policy et least permitted the Isreelis to pursue their nuclear efforts 
without relying on the officiel French partnership. Nevertheless, e11 sources 
indicate 9 continuation of this pertnership in secret, especially by way of 
the private French establishments, end bodies within the official French appe- 
retuses which ere characterized by their direct support of the Zionist entity. 


Besides these assistances, the subject of direct cooperation between Isreel 

and South Africe became prominent in the late 1960's, and the cooperation 
between these two perties was neither new nor strenge. Nevertheless, it has 
tended primarily toward joint development of the nuclear capabilities since 
thet time, while maintaining close cooperation end cooidination in other fields 
of militery development, especislly eerial end mritime. This cooperation 
constitutes, even nowadeys, a basic end firm espect in Isreel's internetionel 
alliances, as it has become evident to this dete from numerous positive results 
which depend on the development of various models of weapons which heve inclu- 
ded rockets, PT boats, armored cars, and field guns. 


At the present time, the Isreeli nucleer program is based on two reactors, the 
first and principel one in Dimona, end the second in the district of Nehel 
Soreq. The available information sbout this new reector indicetes that it is 
prepered for reseerch and development end does not possess the necessery cepa- 
bilities for the production of nuclesr weapons. In the Dimonsa reactor, hovw- 
ever, Israel has been able to attain the necessary technology to produce heavy 
uranium (urenium 235) by using heavy water, which converts ordinary urenium 
into fissionable uranium, and doing thie is the first principle in the sttein- 
ment of the nuclear explosion. Furthermore, Israel elso hes ↄ research center 
in Heife for testing the possibility of completing the vitel chemicel sepers- 
tion in converting ordinery urenium into plutonium 239. Plutonium is considered 
the second fissionsble substence in the world, and consequently useble es the 
nucleus for the fission nuclear bomb. 


Isreel normelly obtains its supplies or urenium oy using numerous secret means, 
the most important of which cen be summsrized in one word, “stealing”. It 
hes been discovered on more than one occasion thet the Isreeli intelligence 
wes responsible for the seizure of cargoes of uranium in verious perts of the 
world. The latest and most famous of these was the femous operation of the 
theft of the U.S. urenium in the esrly 1970's. This was the operstion thet 
the U.S. government denied et that time, then was obliged to admit that it hed 
teken plece, without indicating directly the role which Isreel hed pleyed in 
the mtter. Isreel also gets the urenium it needs from Africe by wey of the 
Western and South Africen companies which extract it from its numerous sources 
in the nations of Africa, especially Namibia (which is under the occupation of 
the forces of South Africe), Ze'ire, end Melawi. Other Western sources say 
thet the Israelis have been able to extract limited quantities of natural 











uranium and then to find uranium tn the Newey Desert; however, thie urentua 
wae gixed with » high proportion of phosphate, and consequently the operation 
of purifying it of sediment in preperetion for concentreting it ie considered 
® complex and exorbitently costly one. This circumstance could lead the 
Isreelis to prefer to be supplied with the materiel they need by way of both 
legitimte and illegitimete importetion, end this is just whet is heppening 
now. 


Militery Nucleer Capability end the Probebilities of Developing It 


At the present time, eccording to the esatimste of most Western sources, leree) 
possesses 20 to 25 nuclear bombs. It is believed that the explosive capability 
of these bombs is equel to the U.S. nuclear bomb vhich was dropped on Hiroshim 
in 1945, thet is to sey, some 20 kilotouse (one kiloton equele the effect of 
1,000 tone of high explosive dynamite, and one megeton equals thet of one 
million tons of dynemite. These two unite ere used in estimting the explosive 
force of nuclear bombs). The importent fector in estimating the technicel 
level of nucleer bombs is not only their destructive effect (for e bomb of 4 
or 5 tons may be adequate to destroy e city of moderste size), but includes 
the size and weight of the bomb. There ere three principel types of nuclear 
bombs, according to their size and weight. These ere: 


l. Primitive bombs. These ere the ones whose explosive effect is releted 
directly to their size end weight; consequently, it is not possible to develop 
highly effective bombs of this type without their heving greet weight end 
volume. This poses numerous difficulties in finding ways to deliver them to 
their tergete. 


2. Intermediete bombs. These ere bombs with which it is possible to errive 
et e ressoneble intermediete solution which will combine the sice end weight 
of two bombs for operetionsl use on one hand end @ proportions) effective 
explosive cepsbility on the other. 


3. Compressed bombs. These sre menufectured et e high technologicel level 
which provides the capebility of reducing the size of the bomb without secri- 
ficing explosive effectiveness. The countries with edvenced nuclear cepebility, 
such as the U.S., the Soviet Union, Britain, and Frence, have srrived et the 
production of such bombs to equip their rockets end bombers; nevertheless, the 
possion of such sdvanced nucleer technology by other netions, including Isreel 
itself, is still the subject of much uncerteinty. 


A primitive bomb with « force of 20 kilotons will heve s diemseter of ? meters 
ond weigh et least 2,000 to 3,000 kilogrems (thet is, sbout the size of « 
siwll truck); en intermediete-technology bomb with the seme destructive cape- 
bility will heve » diameter of not more than 0.5 meter to one meter and veigh 
no wore then 500 to 1,000 kilogrems. Thus, the high-technology bomb cen be 
transported end delivered to ite terget by meens of numerous kinds of sircreft 
end rockets, end even be fired from ordinery field guns. 


On the besis of this description, one cen errive st @ conclusion which most 

Western end neutrel military sources would egree on: thet the "Isreeli bombs" 
ere probably of the intermediete cless, end thet their weight is estimated st 
1,000 to 1,500 kilogrems esch. It is sleo presumable thet the joint nuclesr 
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progrem between Douth Airice and Israel is now concentreting on arriving et 6 
technology which will be sufficient to produce compressed nucleer bombs wit. 
e high explosive capability. 


The Other basic fector which pleys 6 role of m jor importance in determining 
the nucleer capabilities of one side or enotier is the meena of delivery 

which thet side hee et ite disposel end the probable specificetionsa and 
effectiveness of those methode. By the term “means of delivery” is meant the 
lend, eee, end sir weapons which ere capable of carrying the nuclear bombs snd 
delivering them to their designated targets. These weapons can be fighter- 
bomber sircreft, the rockets which these sircreft fire, surfece-to-surface 
rockets, rockets leunched from ships or submarines, or field guna end howitzers 
which are cepable of sccommodeting end firing these bombs. 


By depending on his estimation of the size and veight of the Iarseli bombs, 
the enemy vill possess, if hie estimetes ere correct, 6 set of weapons which 
ere sound end cepeble of delivering his nuclear bombs to numerous pointe of 
the occupied Areb areas in the occupied territory. These methods include: 


l. Surface-to-surface rockets. These include # number of designs, perheps 
the most outstencing end significant of these being the U.S. Lance rocket. 

The Israeli forces obteined rockets of this design during the period from 1976 
to 1977, efter the U.S. epproved supplying them vith them in the weke of the 
signing of the agreement for the disengagement of the forces in Sinai in 1975. 
Although the Americans “stressed” at thet time thet the Isreeli rockets (whose 
number was estimeted et about 200 to 300) would never contein nuclear werhesds, 
but thet the delivery of them wee restricted to high-explosive heeds for tec- 
ticel use. Isreel my heve, end probebly does heve, the cepebility to supply 
these rockets with nucleer vwerhesds produced domesticelly. However, the use 
of Lance rockets to cerry nuclesr bombs remping subject to the extent of the 
Israeli ability to develop compressed bombs. Nevertheless, this rocket is 
prepered to deliver e werheed weighing 212 kilogrems only. The Lance hes 6 
renge of 120 kilometers end cen strike ite tergetese vith precision. It is also 
capeble of being cerried and moved sbout on the beck of en armored cer. 


The second most importent surfece-to-surfece rocket in the Isreeli ersensel is 
the medium-renge rocket which is known by the neme of “Jericho”. The future 
of this rocket is still uncleer to « grest extent, even though numerous sources 
sey thet it is under production end in ectuel use. The development of it goes 
beck to the mid-1960's, when « French compeny end the Isreeli sir industries 
establishment begen this operetion. Then the development ves trensferred 
entirely to Isreel after militery cooperstion with it wes forbidden by de 
Seulle's government. The Jericho rocket, s6 it hes become known, mey consti- 
tute Isreel's ideal choice to form ite nucleer deterrent force. It hes « renge 
of 45O kilometers, putting ⸗e lerge number of cities within its resch, end with 
modificetions it cen easily cerry #8 5OO-kilogrem vwerhesad. In fect, this wees 
done in cooperetion with South Africs, end preperstions ere now under wey to 
begin producing it end putting into service soon. 


2. Fighter-bomber sircreft. At the present time, these ere epperently the 
Only meens which hes been proved cepsble of cerrying nuclear bombs, st lesst 
overtly, for the Isreeli sir erm uses severe) types of these sircreft. Eech 
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of these can carry bomba welehing —,900 to 4,900 Kkllograms, #0 they cen surely 
corry the leraeli bombe which are presumed LO @xlat and whose weight, @6 we 
have mentioned, i6 1,900 to 1,°OO «ilogrems. The types of Inraeli fighters 
which ere capable of performing missions of nuclesr bombing are the following: 


The F-4 Phantom fighter, of which Tarsel has about PPO et the present time. 
Their combet range {eo estiaated et ebout 1,050 kilometers, end their aexieum 
loed ie 7 tons. 


The A-4 Skyhewk bomber, of which isreel possesses sbout 2°50, Their combet 
renge is estimated et 550 Kilometers, ena their mxinum load is 3.5 tons. 


The Kefir fighter, of which 1°C to 190 sre opersting et the present time. 
Their range is SOO Kilometers end their mximum loed is sbout 3.5 tons of bombs 
end rockets. 


All of these fectors leed us to say thet the lereeli nucleer denger is reel. 
Only One compensstion enables us to fece this fact, and thet is thet the Areb 
nations sre now fecing the need to oppose and resist this denger as they 
should ond must. The only way to oppose one deterrent is vith enother hostile 
and effective one. So fer as thie astter is concerned, many of the Areb ermed 
forces possess the necessery means of delivery which ere capable of cerrying 
nuclesr weapons, and indeed some of these means ere superior in principle end 
specifications to those which the enemy forces possess. Suffice it for us to 
66) ere thet the rabs heve for severel years possessed Soviet “Scud” rockets. 
The Scud rocket is # surfece-to-surface rocket and cen cerry 6 nucleer or con- 
ventional) verheed weighing 1,909 kilogrems. The Arabs also posses Frog-7 
surfece-to-surface rockets, whose weight is SOO kilogrems. Furthermore, the 
Areb eir arms employ 6 large number of Mi0-?7 attack fighters, whose renge is 
1,100 kilometers end whose eatteck losd amounte to 4.5 tons, end Sukhoi-17's, 
which cen cerry 5 tons end whose range is estimeted at about 750 kilometers. 
The Arebs alao possess enough funds end resources to eccomplish 6 progres of 
nucleser development which would suffice to deter the Isreeli nuclesr force, 
seying, “Iersel will never be the first to use nucleer ferce, end neither will 
it be the second!" The Arebs aust oske sure for their own pert thet they [the 
Isrselis! in their turn ere not prepered to be the first to strike such 6 blow 
es this, for they ‘the Arsba! will be capsble of replying in kind. 
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ISRAEL 


PROJECTED LDF MILITARY CAPABILITLES IN THE 1980'S ANALYZED 
London Al-DUSTUR in Arabic 28 Apr 80 pp 31-34 


[Article by Muhamed Ali Qasim: “Israeli Military Capability in the 
Eighties") 


[Text] The element of power has been and continues to be the basic fac- 
tor accounting for Ierael's existence in the Arab world. As far as Israel 
is concerned, military power constitutes the means of achieving Israeli 
plans and goals not only in the military, but aleo in the political, eco- 
nomic, and geographic domains. Thus, Israel's constant concentration on 
building up and developing its armed forces has been a traditional and 
historical phenomenon. Nothing else in Israeli society can vie with it 
for priority. It is natural that whoever tries to follow the history and 
development of Israeli military power will not find a single occasion when 
the Israeli leadership spared any efforts to strengthen and develop its 
defense forces. 


The Israeli concept of military power stems from a firm strategic rule 
which has historically provided the theoretical foundation for the devel- 
opment of the Israeli Defense Forces. This rule is, "It is necessary to 
maintain military superiority, and to strengthen and expand it, whatever 
the cost might be." Security is a constant and predetermined issue in 
the Israeli strategic theory. Security means that Israel keeps its 
military capabilities always ready to repel dangers which might threaten 
the Zionist existence or prevent it from achieving its plans. The Israeli 
military thought in this connection is clear, and it does not cover up the 
goals expected from might, and the possibility of using it whenever the 
need arises. 


Israel has a constant need to impose a state of “strategic deterrence” 
which will make it difficult, if not impossible, for Israel's enemies to 
overtake or blunt it. To maintain this deterrence, Israel must continu- 
ously maintain the best position in the balance of military power in the 
area. Israeli strategic policy indicates clearly that the military force 
is the most decisive in the Arab-Israeli conflict. While other factors-- 
political, economic, social and international--are very important, the 
predominating element has always been a military one. 
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However, the events of the October 1973 war proved Arab military ability 
to overcome, though partially, Leraeli deterrence and security. These 
events shook prevailing misconceptions about absolute Lerael supremacy 
and about the army that is never defeated, etc, On the other hand, 
these events drove lerael to exert even more efforts and apply more 
determination to the development and strengthening of ite armed 

forces on all levels, Consequently, the second part of the seventies wit- 
nessed an unprecedented Israeli military buildup operation. This ope- 
ration consisted of imports of arms and equipment from abroad, backed 

by continuous and unconditional American assistance, and development and 
expansion of the local military industry to higher new levels. As a re- 
sult, the Ieraeli armed forces became, by the end of the last decade, 
more powerful than at any other time in their history. 


While these efforts continue on a wide and methodical scale, which may 

be described as a comprehensive and integrated program, Israel considers 
the next few years as important crossroads in the development of its armed 
forces. The aims of the Israeli programs for the eighties include devel- 
oping the army and modernizing land, sea and air equipment, in addition 
to the very important element of nuclear power. These programs call for 
replacement of most of the weapons in use at the present time with more 
advanced weapons. This is not limited to the quality aspect, but includes 
increasing the quantity of personnel and equipment. In addition, the 
armed forces will be trained to carry out operations and assume fighting 
roles which they did not previously perform. The picture of the Israeli 
army in the 1980's can be drawn as follows : 


Land Forces 


A notable development with regard to Israeli land forces was the recent 
decision of Defense Minister Ezer Weizman to appoint General Tal the com- 
mander of joint land forces. Commander of joint land forces is a new 
position which was created on the recommendations of General Tal himself. 
This position places General Tal next to the chief of staff in the Israeli 
command structure and combines the previously separate commands of armored, 
infantry, parachute, artillery and enmineering forces. The decision opened 
the door for General Tal, who is considered responsible for designing and 
implementing Israeli armored war concepts, to apply his ideas and reforms 
related to the reorganization of the army and modernization of war tactics. 
In addition, it enables General Tal to develop the capabilities of the army 
along lines he has advocated for a long time. 





It is known that General Tal calls for Israel to continue its efforts to 
maintain the qualitative supremacy in addition to the quantitative 
balance. General Tal urges that an offensive strategy dependent on the 
preemptive strike principle be followed in order to carry the battle deep 
inside the enemy's land as quickly as possible. General Tal deduces that 
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there is 4 need to expand the full time (professional) army, even if thie 
leads to lesser importance for the principle of a people's army (enlisted), 
which has been espoused by Ierael since the establishment of the lIeraeli 
State. 


General Tal's reputation ie associated directly with the project for 
developing and producing the new Ieraeli tank called "Merkava." He was 
the driving force and the supervisor of the design and production of this 
tank to the extent that he was called its spiritual father. At the pres- 
ent time, the program for producing the Merkava is considered one of the 
most important Leraeli military projects, This tank is being prepared 

to replace some of the British and American tanks that are now in use by 
the Israelis, especially the Centurion tank which has been in service 

for almost 20 years. Israel could not find a good substitute for it in 
the American and other Western armament markets. What is of special in- 
terest about this tank is that it was designed from scratch to meet the 
specific fighting needs of Israel. It also has a number of new techno- 
logical and operational improvements which make it unique to some extent. 
it has an inner cabin which can accommodate a number of soldiers in addi- 
tion to ite crew. Thus, it combines the roles of a tank and an armored 
car at the same time. 


The first model of Merkava was equipped with a British 105 mm gun and an 
American 900 hp engine. The number of tanks of this type presently 
commissioned by the Israeli forces is estimated at 100. Israel is now 
working on the production of an improved edition which is called 
"Merkava-2." It is supposed to be equipped with a 120 mm gun and a 

1000 hp engine. Basic production will be of this type, of which Israel 
needs an estimated 1000 tanks during the next 10 years. 


The Israeli military industry is now working on the production of a new 
type of the automatic 155 mm gun to be mounted on the “Centurion” tank. 
Ite range is 25 km. At the same time, Israel is acquiring more of the 
American automatic guns, such as the 155 mm "M-109," the 175 mm "M-117," 
and the 203 mm "M-110." It is expected that the total number of Israeli 
automatic guns will reach the 1,000 mark over the next few years as opposed 
to 700 now in operation. The Israeli army is also working on the develop- 
ment of its antitank and anti-aircraft defense methods, in order to up- 
grade their quality to a great extent. In relation to this, Israel has 
recently started to produce an antitank rocket launcher which is called 
(Beketh). It has also introduced drastic changes in the "Sagger" or 
(Milotka), the Soviet antitank rocket which is produced by Israel 
illegally. Israel ordered more of two types of the American antitank 
rockets, "TOW" and “Dragon.” In the air defense field, the Israeli army 
will get an additional number of American rockete of two types : The 
improved “Hawk,” and the improved "Chaparral." The defense forces will 
soon replace the anti-aircraft rocket "Redeye," which is launched from 
the shoulder, by the new American rocket "Sting» ," which is now being 
developed in the United States. 
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The Air Force 


The air force in Leraeli military theory represents an integrated element 
of strength which meets the special requirements imposed by the Israeli 
fighting strategy, namely decisive blitz. As an expression of this, the 
missions given to the air force are characterized by their continuing 
importance and their integration with the operations of other Israeli 
forces on land and at sea. Consequently, the air force enjoys a relative 
preference over other branches with regard to buildup and development. 
The Israeli leadership is concerned with raising the operational level 

of the air force and satisfying its qualitative and quantitative needs 
without delay. 


At the present time, the Israeli air force is going through a very impor- 
tant stage in its history. The air force is about to introduce a new 
generation of fighters into its actual operation. This is being done in 
order to replace the fighters and bombers which constituted the basic 
striking force during the 1960's and the 1970's, namely, F-4 Phantom 
fighters and 1-4 Skyhawk bombers. Israel obtained 25 American F-15 
fighters. These will be followed by another 15 fighters of the same 
type. [Israel also received) recently the first installment of 75 F-16 
fighters on order. However, the most important long-range program facing 
the air force is related to the plan to replace type F-4 Phantoms (the 
estimated number presently in use is 200-230 planes), the A-4 Skyhawks 
(275 planes), and the Kfir C-1's (60 planes). At the beginning of this 
year, the Israeli leadership decided to use two types of planes instead 
of one type, as had been advocated, to replace the above-mentioned planes. 
Accordingly, it was decided that the Israeli aircraft industry should 
design and produce a new fighter-bomber which carries the name "Lavi" 
(the lion) to replace the Skyhawk and Kfir C-1. At the same time, Phantom 
fighters are likely to be replaced with new American F-18 fighter planes. 
The total Israeli need of the plane Lavi is estimated to be 300 planes to 
be produced locally as part of a financial and technological assistance 
program. It is believed that Israel will need about 200 F-18 Hornet 
fighters to work alongside other planes for the purposes of interception 
and pursuit. Consequently, during the 1980's, or at least the second 
half of the 1980's, the Israeli air force will be composed of modern 
fighters and bombers of a high technological level. These will include 
American F-15 fighters (50), F-16's (75), F-18's (some 200), in addition 
to Israeli made Lavi fighters (200-300) and Kfir C-2's, which are now 
being produced in Israel. There are now about 100 of these Kfir C-2's 
operating in the Israeli air force. The total Israeli need for this 
aircraft is estimated to be 150 planes. 





The Israeli air force is paying increasing attention to the anti-tank 
armored helicopter. This attention is reflected in Israel's procurement 
of two types of American helicopters : Cobra (18 helicopters) and Defender 
(30 helicopters). These transactions are considered preliminary ones and 
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are expects! to be followed by other transactions in the future, This 

is being done to increase the number and the practical importance of these 
helicopters in the leraeli air force, especially in the fighting forces 
directed against enemy tanks. 


The I[erael air force uses to a great extent the various forme of reconnais- 
sance, observation, alert and jamming. Various types of aircraft are used 
to perform these functions. These planes range from observation and stra- 
tegic control planes (Boeing 707) (which are modified and equipped in 
Israel), to the American unmanned planes of the (Joker), Fire B, and Beach 
types, to the Israeli Scout and Mastoff types of aircraft. The most impor- 
tant plane used in thie field is the American Hawkeye. The Israeli air 
force acquired four of these, and is about to receive an additional two. 
These planes are used in reconnaissance and early warning missions, and 

in the direction of air battles. Actually, these planes are flying 

radar stations, whose use represents an extremely 


Naval Force 


Frow the beginning of the 1970's, the naval force witnessed great growth 
and increasing attention on the part of the Israeli command to raise their 
fighting and operating level, and strengthen their capabilities on the 
direct tactical and general strategic levels. This concentration changed 
the position of the naval force from a relatively marginal force to an 
important and complementary factor in the domain of general Israeli 
military power. This development goes back to the incident of the sink- 
ing of the Israeli destroyer “Elat" after the 1967 war. The Israeli 
command was convinced of the nwegity to develop its naval force and 
bring it to the level which will enable it to compete with the Arab naval 
forces which had traditionally been superior. 


The Israelis concentrated on fast boats equipped with antiship missiles. 
They found it to be the ideal element in building and increasing the naval 
force to suit their strategic concepts. They built "Saar" boats based on 
the design of the French Cherbourg boats, which they stole at the end of 
the 1960's in defiance of General de Gaulle's ban on the export of French 
arms to Israel. The naval industry designed and built new missile boats 
which they called "Reshef." The two types of boats which constitute the 
backbone of the Israeli naval force are equipped with antiship missiles 
called Gabriel, produced by Israel. At the same time, Israel ordered 

3 British Vickers-206 submarines, which are equipped with Slam torpedoes 
and anti-aircraft missiles. Israel locally produced light boats of the 
"Dabur" type. One version of these was equipped with Gabriel missiles 
and called "Dvora." 


At the present time, the Israeli naval industry is building two frigates 
(Corvettes), which are called Q--9-35. These frigates, which are 
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equipped with Gabriel antiship missiles, will be put in use in 1980-81, 
Each frigate will be able to carry one antisubmarine helicopter, The 
capacity of these boats is about 850 tonsa which puts them in the lowest 
category in the Leraeli operating navy, since the scrapping of the old 
destroyers at the beginning of the 1970's, In the future, Lerael intends 
to produce the American-made hydrofoil "Super Flagstaff," under official 
license from the United States. These hydrofoils will be equipped with 
American-made "Harpoon" antiship missiles, and anti-aircraft 6-muzzle 

200 mm Phalanx guns. 


The Israeli naval forces recently started using reconnaissance and naval 
patrol planes of the "Sea Scan" type. These long-range planes were devel- 
oped on the lines of the light Israeli transport plane "West Wind," to be 
used in missions against ships and submarines, as well as for reconnais- 
sance, observation and control missions for long distance naval operations. 





Israeli Nuclear Power 


Most sources agree that Israel has about 20-25 nuclear bombs of the same 
power as the American bomb dropped in Hiroshima during World War II, that 
is 20 kilotons. But sources disagree on the means of delivering these 
bombs to their targets. It is known that Israel obtained 109 launching 
platforms for surface-to-surface rockets of the “Lance” type, which are 
capable of carrying nuclear heads. The range of these missiles is 120 km. 
It is doubtful that the Israeli nuclear industry has reached a level which 
enables it to produce lightweight nuclear bombs which can be carried by 
"Lana" rockets, whose warhead does not exceed 120 kg. On the other hand, 
Western sources estimate that the weight of the Israeli bomb ranges from 
at least 1,000 to 1,500 kg. This limite the transportation of these bombs 
to planes of the Phantom and Sky Hawk types. There is speculation that 
Israel has completed development of the surface-to-surface rocket (Jericho), 
which Israel designed in cooperation with the French company Iassault 
during the 1960's and 1970's. This rocket's range is about 450 km and is 
capable of carrying nuclear heads that weigh 500 to 1,000 kg. This would 
represent an ideal means of nuclear delivery for Israei's purposes. 


We should finally mention that the Israeli nuclear program is being carried 
out in cooperation with South Africa which aims at building a military 
nuclear industry of its own. The last news received and confirmed by 
various Western sources indicates that the nuclear test in the south of 
the Indian Ocean was carried out by Israel and South Africa. The sources 
also refer to the secret visit of Ezer Weizman, the Israeli defense minis- 
ter, to Pretoria as an important indication of the possibilities of devel- 
oping the Israeli nuclear program and strengthening it during the next few 
years. The goal is to convert it into a strategic reserve to support the 
existence and continuity of the Israeli deterrence theory, at least for 
the foreseeable future. 
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JORDAN 


WISDOM OF INCREASING ARAB OLL PRODUCTION QUESTIONED 
Amman AL-RA'Y in Arabic 9 Jun 80 p 16 
[Article by Ghazi al-Sa'udi: "Dangers of Increasing Arab 011 Production"! 


[Text] Some Arab states believe that they are offering the international 
economy a basic service when they produce high averages of crude oil to 
fill world demand for this vital commodity, without taking into considera- 
tion their own interests and the dangerous effect that continuing to pursue 
this policy will have on their internal and external security. 


The basic problem is that oil is the cheapest and cleanest energy source 
available so far in spite of increases in its price, which, regardless of 
all of the hubbub surrounding each new increase, is still lower than the 
true market price for this precious commodity. 


What concerns us is the fact that there is a strong campaign in the Western 
states aimed at stirring up the poor states of the Third World against the 
oil-producing Arab states, on the basis that the petroleum states are 
directly responsible for the deteriorating economic circumstances in the 
developing states as a result of the incessant rise in the price of oil. 
That is being done to pave the way for restoring direct control of this 
area to the large industrial states with the rejoicing and blessing of the 
poor peoples of the world. 


The Third World cannot realize that the problems of the Arab oil states is 
that they are poor states with a different economic structure to such a de- 
gree that they cannot utilize most of their income from the production of 
crude oil. Also, the Third World does not realize that the Arab oil states, 
although they are not considered among the rich and advanced states, are in 
the forefront of the nations of the world which offer aid to the developing 
states, in comparison with their total national income. 





Some of these states, especially the Gulf countries, offer about 10 percent 
of their national income as aid to che developing states, while the United 
States offered no more than .22 percent of its national income to these 
states. In fact, a state such as Kuwait or the United Amirates offers a 
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a sum equivalent to what Japan offers to the developing states, although 
Japan's GNP is six times the GNP of Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Iraq, the Amir- 
ates, Qatar and Libya combined! 


Despite this positive fact, we must take into consideration the point of 
view of the states of the Third World and the feelings of resentment which 
pervade them because of the continuing rise in the price of oil, which 
takes up most of the GNP of these states and constitutes a real drain on 
their limited resources. These states feel distress and resentment, and 
they feel that this money drawn from them is reinvested in the rich 
industrial states and no others. 


Continuing to produce Arab oil at a high rate and wasting its fees does 
not serve the interests of the Arab oil states. Instead, it will subject 
them to more theft, exploitation and misunderstanding. The industrial 
states will reflect any increase in the price of oil in the prices of 
their goods exported to all of the poor nations of the world, and the oil 
producers will expose themselves to the resentment of the developing 
states, whose hardships increase with escalating world inflation which 
these states import with the agricultural and industrial products which 
they obtain from the advanced industrial states. 


In the last decade the Arab oil states passed through decisive stages 
which gradually enabled them to obtain some of their basic rights. They 
are: 


1. The stage after the October 1973 War, when the Arab initiative attack- 
ing the stronghold of Western interests in the area, represented in the 
Israeli state, led to a radical strategic change in the area, in spite of 
the results of the war. This change is represented by breaking the Western 
petroleum companies’ control over setting oil prices in the Middle East. 
The petroleum states were able to obtain higher prices for their oil, 

after the petroleum companies had frozen oil prices for a period of about 

3 years, obtaining about 2 dollars for one barrel! 


2. The stage after the Iranian revolution, which led to a reduction in 
oil supplies in the world market. Consequently, some of the Arab petroleum 
states, with strong public opinion on their side, were able to break the 
oil companies’ monopoly of the world petroleum distribution operation, and 
these states began to sell most of their oil directly to the consuming 
states. 


Probable Changes 


It is expected that important changes in the Middle East in the coming 
months will lead either to the area again falling under the direct imperial- 
istic influence of some of the large industrial states, or to a confirmation 
of the independence and free will of the states of the area, consequently 
enabling the Arab oil states to practice their complete rights in producing 
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oil according to their economic needs and their ability to utilize the 
revenue. This would force the Western industrial states to resort to the 
alternate energy sources available to them, such as soft coal or, in some 
states, domestic oil, as is the case with the United States which could 
rely on increasing its domestic production of oil if the old restrictions 
on oil prices were relaxed and its companies were able to exploit American 
oil without restriction. 


We reconfirm our basic position, which is the danger of continuing to 
increase Arab oil production. We can find no convincing justification for 
it, even from the purely financial aspect. Excess oil revenues are con- 
verted in practice to figures in international banks and American treasury 
notes, which some Arab states are forced to accept without even a definite 
due date. 


The Iranian crisis proved that these notes and funds may become worthless 
upon any clash with the United States for any essential reason. 


Strategic Aspect 


As to the danger of the situation from the strategic aspect, with the 

heavy reliance of the Western industrial states on the oil of the region, 
the areas of Western influence in the area, especially the state of Israel, 
increase in importance. Since 1973, the United States has begun to supply 
Israel with military and economic aid without limit, and even without con- 
sideration for preserving what was called the "policy of military balance" 
in the Middle East. If we drew a line to illustrate the increase in mil- 
itary and economic aid to Israel and increases in oil production and 

prices, it would be clear to us that there is a correlation in the direction 
of these two lines. 


Practically speaking, the increasing importance of oil to the Western econ- 
omy is countered by an increase in the same proportion in the United States' 
adherence to the Israeli role in the region, which makes it incumbent upon 
the states adjacent to Israel to bear a large and continual increase in 
their defense expenditures to counter the steady increase in Israeli mili- 
tary strength. This is a very grave situation from the standpoint of its 
debilitating effects on these states and their economies. 


Syria, for example, is subjected to acute depletion of its economic and 

human resources to provide its defense requirements, and the cost of its 

arms is paid through the sweat of its people. It is no secret that most of 
the Syrian agricultural and industrial production goes to finance weapons 

for its army. The list of these payments includes a long series of commod- 
ities, from wheat, barley and lentils to cotton unlerwear and even toothpaste. 
Aid from the Arab petroleum states to Syria covers only a small part of its 
defense expenses and cannot be compared at all with the sacrifices offered 

by the Syrian people to resist Israeli expansion and protect the security 

of the Arab nation. 
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This is also the case for Jordan, which must put the flower of its youth 
and its prime work force into the ranks of the armed forces, and whose 
people bear economic and social pressure and huge sacrifices, accepting 
them silently without an outcry. 


As for the Arab people of Palestine, they are harmed the most by this situ- 
ation, since the world would not permit the policy of swallowing up and 
Judaizing the occupied regions, which enjoys the absolute protection of 
American diplomacy, if not for the American-Israeli alliance. Also, thr 
sudden wealth of the Arab oil states and tempting employment opportunit .es 
in these states have led to the emigration of a large number of Palest! | a 
youths from the occupied areas to work in these states, which has helpe  .o 
empty the occupied areas of their people and limit their ability to resist 
occupation since they would usually form the qualified cadres as the spear- 
head of the struggle. It is estimated that 22,000 Palestinian youths a 
year emigrate to the Arab oil states to seek employment. 





Some leaders have persisted in justifying American policy in the area by 
inflating the question of Zionist influence in the United States and 
attributing all American policies hostile to the Arab nation to the strength 
of this influence. The the Arab world is advised to wait until after the 
American elections for new American leadership which will be free of Zionist 
influence. This is the same old broken record which we have been listening 
to since 1968, and the song is still the same in spite of a number of 
American presidents who have won the American elections. 


The fact is that Israel is the tool of American policy, and not the other 
way round. 


Israel takes advantage of American support as much as possible to carry out 
its expansionist plans in the area. It plays an important role in drawing 
off Arab resources and paralyzing their will. Israel played this role in 
the past at the expense of the British and French, and has been playing it 
from 1967 to the present at the expense of the United States. 


There will be no peace in the Middle East unless this Israeli role in the 
region ends, that is, unless one of the major powers no longer feels a need 
for a base hostile to the Arab nation in the region. 


Economic and political circumstances in the world are passing through a 
very dangerous stage. The economic and political system prevailing since 
World War II in the Western world, represented by American political and 
economic leadership of the West, has begun to crumble. The United States 
no longer is the greatest military power on earth; the American economy is 
unsound, and the American dollar is no longer acceptable as the basis for 
the world currency system. 


Such a radical change in the world arena must be accompanied by a great 
military clash, to move to a new stage of balance of international powers 








and the emergence of a new system. It seems that the Middle East «4 most 
likely to be the battlefield, and a glance at a map drawn by st) .*e sists 

of hot areas of tension in the world, which are concentrated in this region, 
is enough to confirm this belief. 


The Americans are preparing a rapid intervention military force of 110,000 
men to be sent to the Middle East if needed. The vanguard of this force 
has reached the Indian Ocean, and despite what is being said about the 
intent to use Oman, Egypt or Somalia as a base to supply arms to these 
forces, all signs indicate that Israel is the weapons supply base for the 
American intervention forces. This explains the Israeli obstinucy in the 
policy of expansion, colonization, and challenge of world public opinion, 
relying on the fact that absolute American support of Israeli policies 
will not change. 


It is in the interests of Arab oil states to reduce their oil production as 
much as they can, even to the extent of encouraging any action which could 
lead to compulsory reduction of their production. They do not assume the 
responsibility for this because they will derive nothing from the surplus 
beyond their needs except more foreign dangers and domestic social turmoil. 


There are other states in -he world outside the Middle East, such as Mexico, 
which have oil reserves greater than any Arab states. They could produce 
20 million barrels a day, and they are able to make use of their revenue. 


Since oil production has made our region a stage for destructive wars in the 
past and has depleted and is still depleting our economic and human re 
sources, the time has come for others to take our place in this role. It 
would be easier for the United States to occupy Mexico to guarantee its oil 
resources if need led to that. 


Inevitably, peace and prosperity will settle gradually over the Arab world 
if Arab oil production is regulated by its peoples’ need for it. 
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JORDAN 


BRIEFS 


BOND ISSUE FORK AL lA--Three Jordanian Financial institutions have put 
together a record JD 10 million ($33 million) bond issue for the national 
airline, Alia. The issue completes the financing of the purchase of six 
wide-bodied jets, most of which is covered by a loan from the US Export- 
Import Bank. The 10-year bond issue, guaranteed by the Jordanian government, 
carries 8.625 percent interest a year; the bonds will be issued in two 
equal tranches of JD 5 million next month and in May 1981. The bond agree- 
ment, the biggest ever put together in Jordan, was signed by the Arab 
Jordan Investment Bank, the Jordan Securities Corporation and the Arab 
Finance Corporation (Jordan). The agreement contains a clause which 
guarantees 100 percent exemption from tax for ali institutional and indi- 
vidual buyers. It is expected to set a new precedent assuring full tax 
exemption on interest earned from future corporate bonds in Jordan. Earlier, 
a court ruled invalid similar provisions in an agreement on a bond issue 
for the Jordan Cement Co. and ordered that investors must pay tax on 20 
percent of their purchases. Report from Amman last week said that bond 
issue, together with another worth JD 9 million put together by eight 

banks in April, represented 15 percent of the purchase price of the five 
Lockheed jets and one Boeing 747 which Alia has commissioned. This would 
put the total price at about $418 million, although the reports said that 
it was in fact $398 million. Either figure is well above the $325 million 
quoted by the US Ex-Im Bank when it finalized its loan to Jordan in March 
(An-Nahar Arab Report & MEMO, March 31). Britain's Export Credit Guarantee 
Department is participating, since the Lockheed L-1011 500 jets are powered 
by Rolls Royce engines. [Text] [Beirut AN-NAHAR ARAB REPORT & MEMO in 
English 14 Jul 80 p 11) 
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LIBYA 


BRIEFS 


NUCLEAR SPECIALISTS WANTED--AFP--A prominent publicity announcement appear- 
ing in a specialized American magazine, which solicited for nuclear special- 
ists fora Libyan university, has aroused a lively interest of Israeli opin- 
ion, which ties this recruiting program with France's sale of enriched uran- 
ium to Iraq. Mr Jacques Goldberg, an electrical engineer at the Technion 

(a technical institute in Haifa) who is originally French, gave the details 
of this advertisement in an interview given to Israeli Radio. The announce- 
ment appeared in the latest edition of SPECTRUM. It made a call on behalf 
of Al Fatah University in Tripoli for 25 electronics specialists and nuclear 
physicists and promised excellent remuneration for every post. It requested 
immediate response, by telegram if possible, to an address in Washington. 
According to Goldberg all the posts mentioned in the advertisement are es- 
sential for the operation of a nuclear reactor. [Text] [Paris LE MONDE in 
French 25 Jul 80 p 6) 


MEDELEC WINS LIBYAN CONTRACT--Libya has awarded a $12.5 million contract 
for 50 electricity substations to Medelec Switchgear, a company involving 
Maltese, British and Libyan interests. Each of the substations has a capa- 
city of 11,000 volts. Medelec was set up two and a half years ago by the 
Malta Development Corp. and the Libyan Arab Maltese Holding Co.; General 
Electric of Britain has a substantial stake in the firm. Medelec said last 
week that this was the first time that it had won a contract for the complete 
design, supply and building of main substations. The contract follows a 
reported chill in relations between Libya and Malta, caused by Libya's 
refusal to maintain oil supplies. [Text] [Beirut AN-NAHAR ARAB REPORT 6 
MEMO in English 14 Jul 80 p 13] 


BRITISH AID FOR JORDAN--Britain has agreed to provide Jordan with L600,000 
($1.4 million) to help develop its water and mineral resources, it was 
announced last week. The Overseas Development Administration in London 
said the money, part of a development loan worth almost L10 million ($23 
million) agreed in 1977, would be used to design, sct up and equip a main- 
tenance workshop in Amman. The workshop will be run by the Natural Resource 
Authority, which is charged with finding water for industrial and domestic 
use. Earlier, West Germany agreed to grant Jordan DM 70 million ($38 million) 
in financial aid for the coming year; officials said the money would be used 
for irrigation projects and other purposes. [Text] [Beirut AN-NAHAR ARAB 
REPORT & MEMO in English 14 Jul 80 p 13] 
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MAURITANIA 


SNIM DIRECTOR DISCUSSES MAURITANLANIZATION, COMPANY'S PROGRESS 
Nouakchott CHAAB in French 26, 27, 28-29 Jun 80 


[interview with Baba 0. Sidi Abdallah, general manager of the SNIM 
[National Industrial and Mining Company ]-SEM[expansion unknown], by 
Anne Mansour--date and place not given] 


| 26 Jun 80, PP 3, 8) 


(Text) The General Manager of the SNIM-SEM tells CHAAB: "The Guelbs Project 
Is a Project That Has Got Going" 


[Question] In a few days, the details for starting up the Guelbs project, 
on which we are basing great hopes, will be completed. Can you, Mr General 
Manager, tell us exactly what phase this project is in? 


|Answer) One can say that the Guelbs project is presently in the execution 
phase, insofar as several calls for bids have already been issued and many 
international firms have submitted bids relating to construction, civil en- 
gineering, earthworks, equipment. 


These calls for bids that we have made have interested the international 
companies specializing in the supplying of equipment; consequently, we have 
now already selected a number of firms to do parts of the work, including 
the earthworks, for example, for the laying of the railway and the earth- 
works for the road that is to link the city of Zouerate with the Guelbs 
project site. Contracts have also been awarded for suppying the mining 
equipment, such as the magnetic separator, the “arrofol," the shovels, the 
bulldozers for the mine, for opening the quarry. Thus one can now say that 
the Guelbs project is a project that has got going. At the present time, 
the only difficulty lies in setting up the financing, which depends on the 
Signing of the surety agreements. There are four of these surety agree- 
ments; they are mainly: a “trustee agreement, a dowiciling agreement, a 
surety agreement and an investment~-management agreement." These four agree- 
ments are to be signed on 17 July 1980; thus the date of signing is known 
now, which means that all the negotiations that are to make this signing 
possible are completed, and we hope that the setting-up of the financing 
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will take place between now and next October, at the ‘atest, Consequently, 
up to the present the company has managed by itself the payments that are 
due on the contracts already made with the firme. These payments, which we 
consider as advances made on the loans, will be reimbursed to us by the 
lenders because we have paid the installments that are in principle included 
in the external financing. 


Thue we have eo far continued to put up with this situation, which is quite 
a difficult one for the company's treasury, but nevertheless one that has 
enabled us to avoid the startup delays and the price increases that can oc- 
cur in the meantime because the contracts are already made and therefore 
will not be subject to increases that they might have been subject to if 
they had not been made. Certain work in the field hase already begun--in 
particular, the company responsible for the earthworks has already done 12 
to 14 kilometers of earthworks for the railway that ie to link the Guelbs 
Rhein with the old railway on the outskirts of Kedia in Idjil, and in prin- 
ciple, the manufacture of the equipment for the project has already begun in 
the factories; in Italy in particular, we have ordered the electric-power 
plant, and in the United States as well as in France, where certain equip- 
ment for the enrichment has been ordered. 


[Question] Some persons remark that the Guelbs project is considerably be- 
hind schedule. Is this due to lack of financing? If not, what is it due 
to? 


[Answer] In reality, the Guelbs project is entirely financed--that is, all 
the credit agreements have been signed, and all provisions for the financing 
of this project have been made. With all the agreements signed, the only 
difficulty was the conclusion of the surety agreements, which in fact con- 
stitute a guarantee to the lenders--a guarantee in addition to the conven- 
tional system. 


So this additional guarantee that was to supplement the package of agree- 
ments that have been signed for obtaining this financing provides in itself 
nothing more than a guarantee, if you like, for the financing itself has al- 
ready been obtained, because it was the subject of loan agreements which 
have all been signed. 


Apart from these loan agreements, the SNIM was itslef to prefinance, on the 
basis of increasing its capital, a certain smount of equipment that forms 
part of the project equipment. 


Therefore there is no longer any financing difficulty as such; there are 

only difficulties owing to the setting-up of this very complex financing 

system, because we are dealing with 11 lenders--therefore 11 persons, 11 

committees generally, 11 banks consulted, and coordination of all this is 
not easy. 


The negotiation has now reached a successful conclusion, for we have arrived 
at the agreements relating to all the parties concerned, including the Mauri- 
tanian government, the BCM [Central Bank of Mauritania], and the SNIM besides. 
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Multilateral negotiations, entailing quite complicated coordination, are 
therefore involved, 


Fortunately, these negotiations are completed and will now make it possible 
to set up all this financing. As for delay, it must be said that it is not 
very important, because the SNIM hase already entered into purchase con- 
tracts; thie delay can be estimated quite simply at 2 months, which will not 
impede the carrying-out of the project too much. 


[27 Jun 80, p 3] 


[Text] The General Manager of the SNIM-SEM Tells CHAAB; "We Consider Mauri- 
tanianization Our Country's No 1 Problem" 


[Question] The present management is moving toward implementation of Mauri- 
tanianization of cadres, which has always constituted a legitimate national 
aspiration. Can you tell us to what extent you have succeeded in this ori- 
entation? And what are the firet repercussions? 


|Anewer| We consider Mauritanianization our country's No 1 problem, for it 
is 4 national problem by the fact that it is a policy that has to concern 
the entire country, the whole of the government and the authorities. 


This policy is based on an action that is entirely legitimate and natural. 
The Mauritanians, who are the owners of this enterprise, have to draw the 
greatest benefit from it, and this benefit can be given concrete form only 
by the salaries that they will be able to have. That is, they will have to 
win more and more preference and see their salaries upgraded more and more. 
They have to be able to improve their condition by way of promotion. Fur- 
thermore, it is obvious that Mauritanianization is linked to other aspects, 
which are, first of all, the Mauritanians' capacity to handle the tasks that 
are being entrusted to them more and more. 


This capacity lies first of all in the training of the individual, and sec~- 
ondly, in responsibility. 


In our opinion, the Mauritanian technicians, the engineers, who are present- 
ly in the company or will come into it have training similar to that of the 
foreign cadres. Their only handicap lies in the lack of experience and re- 
sponsibility that they may have. But responsibility can create an extremely 
important stimulus among them. Thus, by giving them more and more responsi- 
bility we intend to stimulate them in the national interest in general and 
in the particular interest of the company, because it is obvious that in 
Mauritania, increasing employment would, at most, cost the company less, and 
it would become more and more profitable. 


it should be pointed out in this regard that if the Guelbs project were to 
start operating with an expatriate labor force, it would not be profitable; 
one would even lose money by doing so. We should therefore manage to organ- 
ize ourselves in such a way that the Guelbs project does not create an in- 











crease in the expatriate labor force; rather, between now and its startup, we 
should be able to reduce thia foreign labor force considerably or Mauritan=- 
ianige it completely, to the extent that its technical character is not too 
highly specialized and too intensive, 


There should be efforts aimed at the formation of Mauritanian expertise with 
a view to replacing the foreign expertise in the first place, and in paral- 
lel, efforts should be made to enable the Mauritanian cadres to rise to lev- 
els of responsibility in the enterprise. 


It is obvious that the more access Mauritanians have to responsibility in 
the company, the more this will facilitate Mauritanianization in the depart- 
ments or services managed by Mauritanians, for there will be greater effort 
for the training of Mauritanians, greater attention to their collaboration, 
and thereby, greater attention to the objective of Mauritanianization. 

Thus, since the beginning of this Mauritanianization operation that we are 
in the process of carrying out, we have thought that to achieve it, we could 
obtain the total support not only of the company's Mauritanian cadres and 
agents but also of the entire country, because we think that it is really 
the national interest that will be safeguarded, for it is control of the en- 
terprise by Mauritanians that was at the origin of its nationalization, and 
this is what we should arrive at. 

[Question] In order to consolidate "Mauritanianization," it is imperatively 
necessary to consider introducing Arabic into the national company. Is 
there any hope in this direction? 


[Answer] At the present time, Arabic is used very little in the company. 

There are almost no personnel with essentially Arabic training. This is a 
fact resulting from the history of the company, because it was originally 

MIFERMA [Lron-Mining Company of Mauritania], in which the majority of the 

personnel were expatriates, essentially French, and obviously, in working 

with Frenchmen one cannot use any language but French. 


Today, our structures still are not entirely adapted to permit the integra- 
tion of cadres trained in the Arabic language. 


It is obvious that we are already in the process of thinking about this sit- 
uation, and Mauritanianization of the cadre positions is indeed going to 
make it possible to facilitate this operation. We therefore hope that in 
the quite near future the company will be able to absorb Arabic-trained cad- 
res on the same basis as the others, without any difference. But this will 
be possible only to the extent that in the cadre positions and the working 
conditions will be made possible to those who know how to work in another 
language than Arabic [as published]. 


[Question] Hasn't the participation of the Arab financial backers in the 
SNIM accentuated the needs for Arabization in the company's cadre positions? 


[Answer] There is nothing that could more sharply accentuate the importance 
of Arabic for us other Mauritanians who have always made it one of the most 
urgent priorities. 
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As tor Mauritanianization, it concerns us in the first place, although the 
Arabs support in in the board of directors, 


[Question] Don't your relations with your Arab partners require that you 
have cadres who can write reports in Arabic, maintain contacts and facili- 
tate exchanges? 


|Anewer| We have some bilingual cadres who work both in French and in Arab- 
ic, and thus we have no problem in our exchanges with our Arab partners. 


[Question] The observers are accusing the SNIM of waste at a time when the 
country is imposing an austerity policy. Do you, Mr General Manager, havw 
anything to say in reply to these accusations? 


[Answer] Effectively, it can be said that there is a certain amount of 
waste in the SNIM as regards management of the company's patrimony~-~-for ex- 
ample, abusive utilization of equipment. 


This is encountered in the use of our vehicles and other resources, as hap- 
pens everywhere else. At present, efforts are being made to reduce these 
abuses, this waste, and we are in the process of setting up a system that 
will, for exampie, enable the company not to give a vehicle any long- 
er to all its personnel, to its cadres in particular. 


In future, vehicles will be furnished by the company only to the managers, 
department chiefs or personnel whose tasks require service vehicles, which 
will be subjected to strict control. It will be seen to that these vehicles 
are used only for reasons of service. This applies in particular to our in- 
stallations at Nouadhibou and Zouerate, where we have engineers and technic~- 
ians who work at certain hours, who are called on to work at any and all 
times when there is a defect in the equipment for which they are respons- 
ible. 


Apart from this, there was, of course, wastage in management in a general 
way, but a number of important measures have been taken and we think there 
will be no more talk of waste. 


Actually, our personnel are in quite a difficult situation, a situation in 
which the work that they do requires a number of advantages in spite of ev- 
erything--advantages that will make it possible to stimulat. .ve peisonnel's 
interest in working far better because the enterprise's requirements, as 
compared with the requirements of other sectors of our country, are far more 
rigid and far more difficult to satisfy. 


By way of example, our personnel are asked to devote far more work time to 
working in conditions that are often much more difficult than elsewhere. 
Despite everything, all the measures that will be taken will be aimed at 
greater austerity in management. 


As for the company's general situation, all expenditures that are not indis- 
pensable to the proper functioning of the enterprise will be avoided. 
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Therefore, the company will henceforth have to apply the austerity policy in 
conformity with the orientations of the Military Committee of National Sal- 
vation and of the government. 


[Question] Will this austerity policy that will be applied to the company 
take into account the decisions of the National Committee assigned to study 
the situation of the state companies, especially as regards 1i aitation of 
salaries? 


[Answer] This austerity policy will indeed take account of all the deci- 
sions of the state that apply to the company, but it will also take other 
criteria into account. 


The problems of salaries in the company are of a particular kind, for they 
are subject to the labor rules that apply to all the companies in the coun- 
try and that are set out in the Collective Convention. 


[28-29 Jun 80, p 3) 


[Text] The General Manager of the SNIM Announces: "The Overhauling at the 
Company Level Will Be Completed before the End of the Year" 


The SNIM Is No Longer MIFERMA 


[Question] Now that the Nouadhibou steel mill has effectively been started 
up for several months, how do you evaluate the experience of this unit? 


[Answer] The Nouadhibou steel mill is a unit whose purpose is essentially 
to transform the scrap iron that results from the use of our railway. This 
scrap iron was formerly sold abroad. It was perceived that it could be 
transformed locally, which would make it possible to meet the country's 
needs for a very commonly required product, a material that is used in 
building construction--in particular, concrete reinforcement rods, angle 
iron, flat bar, etc. 


This mini-steel mill has a furnace whose purpose is to melt all this scrap 

iron, make steel out of it, in ingots that are reheated in a reheating fur- 
nace and rolled inarolling mill to the dimensions required in the national 
market. At present, the mini-steel mill is beginning to operate normally, 

after many corrections and adjustments of the equipment were made. 


Therefore, starting now, it will be able to reach normal production, and we 
hope that it will continue at a normal rate in the future, which will enable 
our company not only to satisfy the national market but also to export con- 
crete-reinforcing rods to neighboring countries, especially Senegal and the 
Ivory Coast. 


We have received orders from Spanish exporters who can buy a certain amount 
of their needs from Las Palmas, because the iron produced by this mini-steel 
mill is considered a steel of excellent quality; therefore the concrete- 
reinforcing rods produced from this steel are an iron of very good quality. 
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Thus we have no problem on that level, And at present, the miniv-ateel mill 
ia functioning normally, ae I have already said, and all the difficulties 
that have arisen in thie teat period will be solved, 


[Question] It is about 7 monthe since the mini-ateel mill unloaded a firet 
load of concrete-reinforcing rod at the port of Nouakchott, At the time, it 
was planned to be able to replace monthly the stocks of iron produced by the 
steel mill, but it is noted that there has been an interruption for several 
months. Could there still be difficulties? 


[Answer] This cannot be called a breakoff, for the market has not absorbed 
the first load, At the present time, we have a stock of sizable quantities 
of iron that have not yet been marketed. 


Barely 2 weeks ago, we also received another load of iron produced in the 
mini-steel mill. 


There have indeed been certain difficulties in this unit, but they are norm- 
al difficulties if it is realized that this unit is still in its trial peri- 
od, 


Il can tell you that we have been able to solve these difficulties, and we 
hope that they will not occur anymore. 


[Question] How do the SNIM's other projects stand? 


[Answer] As regards the projects, the SNIM is giving priority to carrying 
out the "Guelbs Project," but in parallel with it, it is in the process of 
opening up three small quarries at Kedia in Idjuil--specifically: Tazadit 6, 
Azouazil and Seyala, whose purpose is to supplement the production of Kedia 
untial the "Guelbs Project" gets under way. 


The opening-up of these quarries has been dictated by the concern to keep 
production going and avoid the stoppages that could result from exhaustion 
of the deposits of F'Derick. 


They will therefore make it possible to keep up the same rate until the 
startup of the "Guelbs Project," which will produce 6 million tons of en- 
riched ore to make up the quantity of 12 million tons representing the an- 
nual production. 


Apart from this, we have the small gypsum unit, which is also continuing 
normal production of gypsum which is sold only to Senegal and which we want 
to see expanded with the opening of the deep-water port, for at that time we 
will be able to transport gypsum under more favorable conditions than what 
we have at present, and export it to other countries, in view of the fact 
that in Africa, this material is very often bought from Europe. 


Therefore, the cost of transport is such that we will be in a far more ad- 
vantageous position with the opening of the deep-water port. 
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|\Queation| Does the SNIM presently have relations with the French Societe 
des Cuivres d'Akjouje [Akjoujt Copper Company]? 


lAnawer|] No, it does not have any. 


[Question] How do you evaluate the SNIM-SEM's market from July 1979 to 
July 1980? 


[Anewer] The SNIM's market from July 1979 to July 1980 is better than was 
the case previously. Firet of all, because it is a period in which peace 
was total in this region. Therefore, during all of 1979 and the beginning 
of 1980, the SNIM has devoted itself to overhauling all its equipment that 
has deteriorated, especially the railway equipment, the locomotives and the 
cars, and secondly, it has set itself to overhauling the mining equipment, 
which was in bad shape because of the lack of spare-parts supply during the 
period 1978-1979--a period in which the company had many difficulties, for 
it did not have the financial means to pay its suppliers. 


Therefore, although this period between the second half of 1979 and the 
first half of 1980 did not produce any profits, it is considered good be- 
cause it has been a period of peace and of overhaul. 


Furthermore, we hope that this overhauling will be completed before the end 

of 1980 and that the company will be able to function under conditions that 

are far more advantageous for the country in particular, because we consider 
that the SNIM will have to contribute to the economic and social development 
of the country, this being one of its principal missions, and we think that 

it is capable of playing a more important role than what it presently plays, 
because it will enable the country to have more means at its disposal. 


It will be able to buy more within the country. At the present time, the 
policy that we are carrying out within the framework of this overhauling is a 
policy aimed at giving the SNIM complete freedom of action, for it was a 
totally hemmed-in company, without much relation with the country. 


Thus there are technical efforts being carried out on the level of equip- 
ment, overhaul and reorganization of the company so as to make it more vi- 
able, to improve its management and give it freedom of action, so that it 
will no longer be a company apart from the rest of the country but will 
rather succeed in being a company of the country, one that plays the impor- 
tant role that practically all Mauritanians expect of it. 


[Question] Might you have a message to impart on this occasion? 


[Answer] If I had a message to impart on the occasion of 10 July, it would 
be to ask the Mauritanian cadres in general and those of the company in par- 
ticular, as well as all Mauritanians, to understand that the SNIM is no 
longer MIFERMA, that it is no longer a foreign cuowpany but a national com- 
pany in which there is participation by Arab countries, thus brother coun 
tries. Consequently, .8 company should play its vital role for the coun- 


73 





try, it should contribute to its development, Now this can be done only if 
it i168 welleunderstood by all that the SNIM is not a foreign company and is 
not a capitalist company whose aim is to exploit the Mauritanians. 


Thus, our personnel as well as the other Mauritanians should understand this 
option and act in accordance with the fact that it is their company; next, 
they should understand that the interest it will have and the result of 
their labor will profit the Mauritanians in general, and that this company 
will no longer be used against the interests of the country. 


11267 
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PEOPLE'S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF YEMEN 


PRESIDENT DISCUSSES REGIONAL RELATIONS, STRATEGY 
Jiddah AL=MADINAH in Arabic 17 May 80 p 5 


[Interview With PDRY President ‘Ali Nasir Muhammad by Kamil Hazir; "In First 
Interview With Saudi Press, ‘Ali Nasir Says: We Will Discuss Developing 

Our Relations With Kingdom Frankly and Clearly; Optimum Is Not Enough and 
Joint Effort by Brothers Is Required; We Are Not Cause of Deterioration of 
Relations With Iraq; Unity Between Two Parts Is Fate of Yemeni People; 
Opposition Against Our Regime Has Died Politically and Whoever Adopts It Will 
Lose; Our Relations With Soviets Are Strategic and Not Commodity") 


[Text] South Yemen President ‘Ali Nasir Muhammad has asserted that Yemeni 
unity is the fate and destiny of the Yemeni people and a matter that con- 
cerns the Yemenis themselves. In his interview with AL-MADINAH, the president 
has asserted that it is not enough for the Democratic Yemen to take immediate 
steps to realize constructive cooperation between the states and peoples of 
this area and that the same desire must be present among the brothers in the 
Gulf states. 


"Ali Nasir Muhammad has accused the Sultanate of Oman of following a policy 
hostile to the interests and national goals of the Arab peoples, saying: 
The Arab brothers agree with us on the need to put an end to whoever tries 
to undermine the supreme interests of the Arab peoples. 


In his interview, the president has also explained that the Democratic Yemen 
is not the cause for the deterioration of its relations with Iraq. He has 
also said: The so-called forces opposing our regime nave died politically 
and no longer have any presence or influence. He wondered about the wisdom 
of linking the U.S. danger with the Soviet Union and has said that the 
Democratic Yemen's relations with the Soviet Union are strategic relations 
that cannot be relinquished under any circumstances. He has also reaffirmed 
that the two parts of Yemen have been able to overcome the difficulties and 
many of the obstacles and said: We have marched vith our brothers in San‘a’ 
along the same path mapped out by the Cairo agreement for the unification of 
Yemen and we have realized many steps so far. 








Following is the text of the interview: 


[Question] When do you expect your visit to the kingdom to take place and 
what are the results desired from it? What are the most prominent issues 
and details expected to be discussed during the visit? On the occasion, 
how do you evaluate your relations with the kingdom? 


[Answer] We have been actually invited to visit the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 
and the visit will take place on a date on which we will agree later, We 
hope that our visit will lead to satisfactory results for both sides, 
especially in regard to the issues that require a frank and clear discussion 
so that our relations may be fraternal and equal and founded on the basis of 
mutual respect, good neighborhood and trust. 


It is our visualization that the development of our relations with the Kingdom 
of Saudi Arabia andthe other Arab states should follow the direction that 
serves the national goals of our Arab nation. 


Unity Is Our Fate 


[Question] The western information media have, for numerous purposes, per- 
sistently put the kingdom on the side of those who oppose the realization of 
unity among the Yemenis. What is your excellency's comment on this and how 
do you view the kingdom's positions toward both the Yemenis and the various 
Arab issues, particularly the Gulf issues? 


[Answer] What is important is not what the information media, whatever their 
color, say. What is important are the positions taken. We have noticed 
that there are numerous forces that are scared by any fruitful results 
realized by the efforts of the Yemenis in the direction of reunifying their 
people and their national soil. We say that this fear is unjustified. 
Yemeni unity is the fate and destiny of the Yemeni people and is a matter 
that concerns the Yemeni people themselves. 


Optimism Is Not Enough 


[Question] Observers are unanimous that widespread optimism prevails among 
the Gulf official and diplomatic circles that the era of your excellency's 
leadership of the Democratic Yemen will witness broad relaxation in the 

relations between you and the Gulf states. How much of a wager can be put 
on this optimism and what are the South Yemeni initiatives in this regard? 


[Answer] Our country exerts efforts, as it has exerted efforts in the past, 
to develop its relations with the various fraternal Arab countries with a 
reciprocal desire. I believe that it is not enough to be optimistic and 

that we must exert joint efforts to establish firm foundations for relations 
of constructive cooperation among the states and peoples of this area. It 

is not enough that we take immediate steps to realize this. The desire must 
also be present among our brothers in the Gulf states. I can say that we 
have felt recently good understanding on the part of our brothers the leaders 
of Kuwait and the UAE and we hope to find the same thing among our brothers 
in Qatar and Bahrain. 
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Condition for Keconctilatlon With Oman 


[Question] On the basis of the previous question, what point has the mediation 
of some Gulf states between you and Oman reached? A number of Omani officials 
have expressed the hope that the change witnessed by Aden will bear the 

signs of a relaxation in this sphere, What is your answer to this? 


[Answer] I would like to say one thing regarding the mediation between us 

and Oman, namely that the success of this mediation is dependent upon the 
Sultanate's return to the Arab line hostile to the Camp David parties because 
the Sultanate's current policy is hostile not only to the Democratic Yemen 

but also to the Arab peoples’ national interests and goals. Our Arab brothers 
agree with us on the need to put an end to whoever tries to undermine the Arab 
peoples’ supreme interests. 


No Facilities for Soviets! 


[Question] By the way, observers say that the Sultanate of Oman has responded 
to your condition that it stop granting military facilities to the Americans 
with a similar condition demanding that the military facilities granted to 
the Soviets in Aden be also stopped. What is the truth of this? In your 
opinion, where can the dialogue between you and the Sultanate of Oman begin? 


[Answer] The Sultanate of Oman has presented no such conditions because there 
is no presence for the so-called military facilities granted to the Soviets 
in Aden. As for the military facilities given to the Americans in the 
Sultanate of Oman, the Omani officials themselves have acknolwedged their 
presence. It is difficult for them and for their friends to find a justi- 
ficatio: for permitting the hostile American military presence on their 
territories, 


Dossier of Relations With Iraq 


[Question] Don't you think that in the face of the dangers being encountered 
by the area and by the Arab nation, the file of the relations between you 

and Iraq is supposed to be opened? How do you assess South Yemen's relations 
with Iran and what is the right course to rescue these relations from their 
present condition? 


[Answer] We are not the cause for the deterioration of the relations between 
Iraq and the Democratic Yemen. Therefore, you can address these questions 
to the Iraqi government. As for us, we are seeking on our part whatever 
serves the progressive national and pan-Arab goals of the peoples of our 
Arab nation. 


Opposition Died 
[Question] Recent reports have carried to us the news of ceaseless endeavors 


that are being made to revive the role of the opposition to South Yemen's 
regime. A few days ago ‘Abd-al-Qawi Makkawi announced that preparations are 
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underway to hold an organizational conference for the opposition in Baghdad 
in preparation for action, as he has said. Mr President, what is your com- 
ment on these endeavors and what is your opinion regarding the size and 
strength of this opposition?’ 





[Anewer)} These forces which the Iraqi and Egyptian press call the forces 
opposing our regime have died politically and no longer have any presence or 
influence and, therefore, they don't even deserve to be mentioned. British 
imperialism wagered on them and failed and then al-Sadat adopted them to 
fight with them the Democratic Yemen and also failed. Finally, Iraq is now 
making attempts against the Democratic Yemen as did some other regimes in 
the past. But let me tell you frankly that whoever adopted these forces has 
lost more than he has gained because no force such as this one is capable 

of undermining our regime and our revolution any more, 


Soviet Presence Is Cracked Record 


[Question] Some believe that if the U.S. presence ‘1 the area poses a real 
danger to its security and stability, then the Soviet presence in Aden is 
no less dangerous to the area's security and stability. In view of this 
theory, what is the soundest course to guarantee the area's stability and 
security in freedow from both the U.S. and Soviet dangers and in a world 
whose relations are based on the exchange of interests? 


[Answer] First, the talk about the Soviet presence in Aden has become like 
a cracked record with which many people have become bored. Even those who 
repeatedly talk about the Soviet presence for their own political purposes 
know perfectly well that there is absolutely no truth to what is being said 
about a Soviet presence in Aden, However, I would be hiding [sic] no secret 
from you if 1 told you that the Americans do have a military, economic and 
political presence in this area that has posed and that continues to pose a 
real danger to the security and stability of this area. 


In this regard, I want to question the wisdom of linking the smerican danger 
with the Soviet danger. Who is plundering our oil resources? Who is 
threatening the sovereignty and independence of peoples? Hasn't world 
imperialism, especially the U.S. imperialism, been the party that has 
obstructed with its aggressive activity the security and stability of the 
area's peoples, as has happened in its provocations and its adventures 
against the Iranian people? Moreover, isn't the U.S. imperialism the party 
that has formed a military division for quick intervention in the oil fields? 


Relations Are No Commodity 


[Question] Observers have reached the theory that the closer Aden moves 
toward Moscow the farther it moves away from its neighbors and brothers and 
vice versa. What is your response to this theory and what are the bases and 
principles followed by the Democratic Yemen in its relations with the area's 
states on the one hand and the Soviet Union on the other? 
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[Answer] Such a theory, if it can be described as a theory, exists only 
among those who approach principles os if they were a commodity in the supply 
and demand market, We are not like the many-faced others. We have one 

face. Our principled positions are clear and defined in our party's program 
and we build our Arab and international relations on their basis, We will 
not hide from you that our relations with the Soviet Union are a strategic 
relationship that cannot be relinquirhod under any circumstances. 


Words That Don't Concern Us 


[Question] Some observers say that South Yemen's opening up to the Arab 
countries, especially the Gulf countries, will not be easy if such opening 

up gets to be in conflict with the Soviet policy and strategy that is followed 
by Moscow toward the Gulf area and the Red Sea area, Therefore, observers 
fear that the friendship treaty between you and the Soviets will turn into 

a heavy burden on your shoulders--a burden that carries within its folds a 
repetition of the Afghanistan experience. What is your opinion of this and 
how seriously can such fears be taken? 


[Answer] These are words by those whom you have described as some observers 
and therefore, they do not concern us much. They are overused words and 
there is no need forus to exert the effort of responding to such slanders. 


Unity Has Overcome Difficulties 


[Question] Permit us to return to the issue of wnity between the two parts 
of Yemen. How do you view the future of unity in light of the differences 
existing between the two parts, especially in terms of the political and 

administrative course followed by each country? What are your expectations 
regarding the fate of the unity plan, considering that your excellency has 
the credit for initialling the 1972 unity agreement between the two parts? 


[Answer] We have high self-confidence and confidence in the ability of our 
people to reunify their entire homeland. As for the Cairo agreement which 

we signed in 1972, this agreement has faced since the first day of its con- 
clusion numerous attempts by the Yemeni people's enemies to foil it and to 
obstruct its transformation into a tangible reality. But as you have noticed, 
we have been able to overcome the difficulties and many of the obstacles and 
we have proceeded with our brothers in San‘a’ along the same course mappe | 
out by the Cairo agreement for unifying the homeland. We have realized 
numerous steps so far. 


Evasion of Resolutions 


[Question] The Arab citizen has become accustomed *o hearing a lot of news 
on the Arab summits that have been held, including the recent steadfastness 
and confrontation summit in Tripoli, Libya. This ordinary citizen no longer 
trusts the resolutions because of their multiplicity or the committees 
because of their large numbers--committees which the citizen has come to 
consider the graveyard for any serious action. What can be conveyed to this 
citizen as a reply that restores to him the confidence in the ability of 

the Arab action to face the current challenges, led by the Camp David plan? 
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|Answer) There are some parties in the area whose role is tied to the 
interests of the imperialist circles and which try to evade implementation 
of the resolutions reached by the Arab summits so as to confirm the futility 
of holding Arab summit meetings, to make the citizen lose confidence in the 
sincerity and soundness of the resolutions reached by the Arab regimes and 
to cause this citizen to capitulate to the Zionist occupation and to the 
military influence, the economic plundering and the political blackmail 
exercised by world imperialism in this area. 


Between Islam and Marxism 


[Question] The world is witnessing anew the return of the Islamic history 
and the Islamic world is witnessing a vigilant movement for a return to the 
Islamic path and the Islamic ideology as a system for solving the problems 
experienced by the developing societies. 


The Islamic revolution in Iran is considered a model for the triumph of the 
Islamic ideology. What is your opinion regarding this phenomenon and what 
is your evaluation of the prevalent viewpoint that the Islamic ideology is 
locked currently in a struggle with the Marxist ideology and the western 
ideologies? 


[Answer] What is happening precisely in the Islamic countries is, like what 
has happened in Iran, the rebellion of the poor and of the persecuted against 
the exploiters, the class injustices aid the imperialist influence and for 
national liberation and social progrese. 


This action had been expected to take pace in Iran at any moment and it is 
also expected to happen in other Arab Islamic countries. It is my belief 
that she Iranian revolution has confirmed that there is no conflict between 
patriotic clergymen and the Marxist organizations and parties. They all 
united to confront the shah's regime and united to confront the danger of 
U.S. plotting. Thus, the wagers of the imperiaiists and reactionaries on 
driving a wedge in the ranks of the national and progressive forces and 

the patriotic clergymen have failed. 
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PEOPLE'S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF YEMEN 


ROLE UF PEOPLE'S DEFENSE COMMITTEES ORGANIZATION STUDIED 
Aden 14 OCTOBER in Arabic 13 May 80 p 2 


[Article by Asya Muthanna: "People's Defense Committees Organization: 
Effective Participation in Carrying Out Revolution's Tasks Despite Obstacles" | 


[Text] The People's Defense Committees Organization is a broad popular 
organization in terms of its membership numbers due to its presence in the 
residential unite and quarters. It seeks to take part in carrying out the 
tasks of the democratic national revolution phase by disseminating the 
documents and literature of the Yemeni Socialist Party, by implanting the 
scientific socialist theory among its members and by raising and preparing 
these members in a manner that seeks to create the new personality in the 
new society. 


Organization's Political and Ideological Role 


This aspect assumes tajor significance in directing the organization's 
activity in the governorates--an activity embodied in spreading awareness 
and education among the citizens. This organization is distinguished from 
other organizations by the fact chat it includes in its ranks workers, 
farmers, soldiers and revolutionary intellectuals. The organization develops, 
trains and prepares cadres politically through training courses. Last 
January, the organization conducted a six-month course in Center M in Crater. 
The course included 35 cadres. Lectures were given during this course on 
the various political, economic and social aspects of the organization's 
work in cooperation with the Ideology Department of the Central Committee 
Secretariat and the Party School. 


This course is considered a first experiment which will be spread to the 
governorates and a step toward the creation of a special school to train 
and qualify the cadre. The organization's Political and Ideological Action 
Secretariat also has a plan to conduct educational seminars for the members 
to enlighten them politically and ideologically. 
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Economically 


Because of the importance of the economic issue, the organization devotes 
special attention to it by launching productive initiatives in the resi- 
dential units and quarters of most of the republic's governorates through 
volunteer action to provide suppites and housing. 


The Volunteer Action Department has participated with its initiatives in 
building additional classrooms in the schools of la-Shaykh ‘Uthman and in 
October, Ma'rab and Dar Sa'd quarters and in the centers of al-Mu'alla and 
al-Jala', This department has also built the 22 June Girl School in Madram 
Quarter, has taken part in repairing some homes in al-Thawrah Quarter in 
al-Mu'alla and al-Qahirah area in al-Shaykh ‘Uthman. 


In 1979, the department launched two initiatives on al-Mu'alla pier to 
transport 1,400 cardboard boxes and 1,400 sacks of wheat. This action was 
cerried by al-Mu'alla and al-Shaykh ‘Uthman centers. 


The department has also taken part in laying down water pipelines in the 
popular areas deprived of such facility, in digging cesspools and in digging 
earth for the main waterline. Extensive volunteer action has been carried 
out in October and Ma'rab quarters in Dar Sa'd where nearly 20 cesspools have 
been dug. The Local People's Council in the governorate has supplied the 
construction materials. 


Similar action has been carried out in the units of Labbuzah, al-Shu' lah, 
al-Thalaya and Castro in the centers of al-Mu'alla and al-Jala'. Martyr al- 
Wahsh Committee in October Quarter, Dar Sa'd, has completed the construction 
of a park for the organization. Another park has been built in al-Janduh 
Unit in al-Mu'alla Quarter. Initiatives heve also been launched in coordi- 
nation with the Local People's Council to build children's p)aygrounds. 


In Lahaj Governorate: 


The organization has participated in building a number of schools, health 
centers and educational centers, in drilling wells, opening main and subsi- 
diary roads, in drinking water projects, in filling swamps and in extending 
electricity lines to some residential units. 


Abyan Governorate: 


The volunteer teams in the various districts have been estimated at 376 
teams that have launched 5,320 initiatives in which 69,935 citizens have 
participated. The initiatives have covered the same spheres as those in 
Abyan [presumably meaning Lahaj] Covernorate. 
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Shubwah Governorate 


The organization has participated in building small dams, opening roads, 
building and repairing schools and health its, in water projects, in 
building retail stores, consumer cooperatives and premises for the committees 
of residential units and quarters, in repairing the drinking water line and 
in work in various state farms. 


In Hadhramaut Governorate: 


The health aspect has assumed a major part of the organization's initiatives 
which have been embodied in cleaning streets and clearing away garbage. 


The Supply Department has made a comprehensive survey of the total number 

of families in che residential quarters, units and centers in the various 
governorates and has offered supply services in coordination with the Ministry 
of Trade and Supply, the Domestic Trade Company and the Meats Organization 

for the purpose of opening stores in the units, quarters and centers. 


In the light of this coordination, a joint campaign will be begun in all 

the districts of Aden Governorate to be follot:d by campaigns in the various 
governorates with the aim of focusing the lig)» on the supply and pricing law 
and the means of its implementation and for the purpose of finding the means 
to guarantee the discovery of supply violations so as to check the spread 

of the phenomenon of the black market. 


As for the Housing Department, it has surveyed residences and the public 
sector stores and has submitted reports on them to the housing offices. 
The department also reports on any vacant house or commercial store and 
presents reports on cases of law circumvention whereby people [squatters] 
break into houses without any permit. 


This department also urges the citizens to pay their rent. to carry out 
maintenance and repair work foi their homes, to fill the housing survey 
forms and to follow up [word indistinct] exploitation contracts. 


Production Contest 


The organization will also take part in the 1980 production contest, like the 
other popular organizations with which coordination is established to carry 
out the plans prepared for the contest. 


To learn the difficulties being experienced by the organization, we have 
toured a number of the centers and units and have met with comrade Nu'nan 
Qasim ‘Ali, the organization's political and ideological action secretary, 
and presented to him the outcome of our tour, which is as follows: 
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Power outages in the offices of this organization and © ‘lure to provide 
suitable places for these offices, the lack of a special budget, the absence 
of extensive participation by women in the organization's activities and 

the lack of telephones in the organization's offices. 


Comrade Nu'man has made the following comment in reply: 


The reasons for the phenomenon of power outages in the organization's offices 
is the fact that some of the offices belonged previously to a person who 
failed to pay his electricity bill, thus compelling the electricity authority 
to cut off his power supply. We should keep in mind that agreement has been 
reached with the authority to delay the cutoff for 3 months so that the 
organization may pay the bill. Even though the chairman of the authority's 
Executive Board has agreed to the postponement, the electricity is still 

cut off. The cutoff will lead to the permanent closure of the offices and 

to suspending the night guard. 


Regarding the size of the offices, Nu'man said: As for the small size of 
the offices, the Housing Department is the responsible party. 


He added that the Housing Department is creating foulups for the organization. 
When this department is asked for a social survey on a certain person for 

the purpose of lodging him in an apartment, we always find that the depart- 
ment lodges somebody else [sic]. Therefore, the Housing Department is 
required to abide by what it recommends. Moreover, the department does not 
carry out the required repair work and the reason is unknown. 


Regarding the lack of a special budget for the organization, he said: This 

is a problem from which we suffer. The budget comes to us from the central 
committee and is limited to the salaries and expenses of the leadership, the 
governorate and district committees and those working full time in governorate 
centers, except for the Aden Governorate. Therefore, we find that the 
centers, units and quarters rely on the subscriptions collected from families 
and not for membership--50 fils monthly. Because of the lack of followup on 
the part of the organization, some families refrain from paying. This 
situation is not general to all because the active units collect the sub- 
scriptions regularly. 


Regarding the failure of women to participate extensively in the organi- 
zation's activity, Nu'man said: This is a noticeable phenomenon, considering 
that there are only 4 women in the leadership and in the Social Affairs 
Secretariat, The General Federation of Yemeni Women is not cooperating with 
the organization despite the leadership's demand that the secretaries of every 
department [of women's federation] join the organization so that we may carry 
out common action. 


Regarding the lack of telephones in the organization's offices, he said: 

We suffer from the shortage of telephones even in the leadership. The tele- 
phone department does not cooperate with us or with the residential centers, 
units and quarters, even though telephones are important to us. We don't 
know the reasons for this lack of cooperation. 
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During his conversation, Nu'man also pointed out other obstacles, saying: 
Some of the cadres sent by the organizations abroad for training courses do 
not return to work in the organization because their departments demand them 
back. This te done even though the cadres are cleared before they are given 
their training. We don't know the reason for this. 


The information media should also cooperate with us and devote major attention 
to what happens in the organization. 


At the end of the meeting, we presented to him the proposal of Martyr Ahmad 
Fadl ibn Dahman Unit in al-Mu'alla to turn the space close to its offices 
into a youth sports field and the failure of the governorate to respond 

to the proposal, even though the unit has some sports equipment. 


Comrade Nu'man shared with us the opinion that it is necessary to draw the 
governorate's attention to this empty space and to this proposal. 
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PEOPLE'S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF YEMEN 


MARKETING, DISTRIBUTION PROBLEMS SURVEYED 
Aden 14 OCTOBER in Arabic 12 May 80 p 2 


[Article by Walid al-Sa'd: "Public Sector Food Shops Between Abundance of 
Goods and Poor Distribution; Idea for Setting Up Consumer Cooperatives; 
What Are Citizens’ Observations on Work of Centers") 


[Text] Whichever way you go in the street, you are faced with the public 
sector food stores, both wittingly and unwittingly. These stores have 

become the road that leads to our houses which are never empty of the goods 
solid Ly them. Like a blood relationship, the relations between these stores 
and the citizen having been growing warmly since 1972, i.e. the time the 
stores were set up. But how is this relationship now and how do these stores 
work to meet the citizens’ needs? This is what we want to make clear in 

this article. 


Shops Between Abundance and Shortage 


During our visit to the sector's stores--canned food sale center--in al- 
Mu'alla, we found ourselves facing this question: Can this store with its 
meager goods meet the citizen's needs? Brother ‘Abdallah Qasim ‘Abdallah, 
the official in charge of the center, answers the cuestion, saying: The 
truth is that all goods are available at the center. For example, our 
center has no beans, (molasses), peas, honey, etc. 


We request these goods from the distribution section but it claims that it 
doesn't \e them at « time when the private sector makes them available. 
Moreover, many of our requests are delayed. For example, we asked for 
(Sankwik) on 19 March and received the item on 9 April, and only in a small 
quantity. 


Different Example 


In contrast to this example, we found that all goods are available in Center 
A in al-Shaykh 'Uthman. Explaining the reason, brother Ja'far ‘Abdallah, 
the official in charge of the center, said: All goods are available in our 
state because we have a big warehouse, contrary to the other centers. If 
lines form [in front of the center] someday, then this due to the big demand 
for the goods that are offered for the first time. Moreover, there is no 
delay in distribution and this helps keep the goods available. 
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As tor the other centers that we have visited, we can say that they are in 
a state of ebb and flow insofar as the availability of goods is concerned, 
A worker in Center A in Crater has said that all goods are available, but 

not regularly. 


Brother Taha ‘Ali Hizam, the official in charge of Center B in Crater, says 
that the requests are supplied before the stocks on hand run out. But the 
requests are delayed at times due to the accumulation of work in the distri- 
bution department itself. So some requests may be delayed for more than a 
month. Moreover, some good. become unavailable every now and then, such 

as (molasses, al-'Atar) and beans, 


Brother Sha'if ‘Abdallah, the official in charge of the Dar Sa'd Center, 
underlines his surprise over the availability of such goods in the private 
sector and not in the public sector, He adds; Some rapid-consumption 
goods, such as drinks and small cans of food, become available every now 
al. hen. 


Relationship With Citizens 


The public sector food stores are considered the representative of the 
[Domestic] Trade Company among the citizens. So what does the citizen say 
about these stores that he visits daily? 


All the citizens we have met assert that they are satisfied with these 
shops. However, some of the citizens have some remarks to make on the 
availability of goods and the salesmen's relations with the citizens. 
Brother Sajjad Husayn, whom we met in a center in Crater, says: All the 
goods are available. But certain goods are imposed on us, we who buy on 
credit. Moreover, the quantities that we get are below our needs. 


Sajjad adds: There is another observation to make, namely that some of the 
salesmen do not treat us properly. 


Another citizen complains of the low-quality flour that the citizens get 
and demands that the centers supply paper bags in which to put this commodity 
that is purchased from them. 


The officials in charge of the centers have their opinion on these complaints. 
An otficial in Center B in Crater says: The relationship with the citizen 

is good. However, we have some difficulties with those who ¢eal with the 
black market and who try to tire us to purchase goods. 


The official in charge of the Dar Sa'd Center says: The relationship with 
the citizen will be good if we supply him with everything. The unavailability 
of some goods which the citizen needs causes him to clamor and complain. 
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Work Difticulties and Problems of Workers 


The stores suffer from some difficulties that affect their work negatively. 
Perhaps the most outstanding of these difficulties is the failure to give 

the workers allowances and incentives, Ibrahim Mahfuz who words in a center 
in al-Shaykh ‘Uthman says: We have been awaiting for sometime the incentives 
and allowances that we had been promised, but to no avail, 


The official in charge of the center underlines the workers' demands, adding: 
The management of the stores has promised us incentives in return for our 
evening work. We are still awaiting. 


System of Opening Shops 


One of the difficulties faced by the stores is the system of opening the 
stores because a store may not be opened without the presence of the store 
keeper and the official in charge of the center. Other difficulties include 
the late arrival of workers for morning duty because of long distances. Most 
of the workers in al-Shaykh ‘'Uthman and Dar Sa'd centers complein of this 
phenomenon because they live in Luhaj Governorate. 


To complete the report on the food centers and to get explanations on the 
opinions expressed in these centers, we have interviewed brother Muhsin ‘Ali 
Yasir, the chairman of the Public Sector Retail Stores Department. 


[Question] What is the role of the public sector stores in meeting the 
citizens’ needs? 


[Answer] The public sector stores are considered marketi..g and executive 
authorities. In their capacity as a branch of the Trade Company in the sphere 
of retail sales, these stores have played a major role in supplying the 
citizens with consumer goods since they were established in 1972. The 
centers have increased in number, reaching 27 centers distributed in the 
various parts of Aden Governorate. Our system of work in these centers is 
two-fold: Selling on credit to the civil servants and selling cash [to 
others]. Our evening work is focused on credit sales so that civil servants 
may not be forced to leave their work during duty hours. 


[Question] How do you determine the market need? 


[Answer] We have been able to establish statistical indicators for the 
consumption of food supplies and other consumer goods in light oi the actual 
monthly and annual consumption of goods. We present these statistics to 
the Trade Company to meet the requests. As a result of these indicators, 

we have been ale to fully meet the demand for essential goods. Recently, 
the markets have been supplied with abundant quantities of canned foods, 
except for some bottlenecks in unessential goods every now and then. 


[Question] How is the relationship with the Trade Company established? 
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[Answer] Our centers prepare the orders in light of the goods available in 
the company's warehouses. The supervisor of supply then distribuces the 
goods according to need, 


{Question] What is your opinion on the delay in filling the orders presented 
by the centers? 


[Answer] The delay is due to objective reasons. A commodity may be out of 
stock because of strong demand for it by the private sector and by the 
cooperatives, in addition to the rising consumption. This causes a delay 
in filling the orders speedily. 


[Question] What are the difficulties facing the work of the department? 


[Answer] The difficulties are defined in the issue of the delay in meeting 
the citizen's needs as a result of the small storage capacity of the stores. 
These stores are supposed to have warehouses so that they may be able to 
re-stock rapidly and according to the citizen's needs. The company is 
working currently to overcome this difficulty by building new warehouses 

so that the quantities drawn by the cooperatives and the private sector may 
not affect the work of our stores. 


As for other difficulties, there is the issue of the stability of the workers 
in the centers. Work in the centers is hard, especially since goods are 
delivered wholesale and the workers have to parcel them for sale. The 

company dealt with this issue by giving allowances to the workers. However, 
the new structure for unifying the wages has stopped the dispensation of these 
allowances. The company has presented several memoranda to the Ministry of 
Labor and Civil Service on this issue. But the request has not been met yet 
and this is why many workcrs avoid the work. We hope that the Ministry of 
Labor will realize these difficulties. 


[Question] What is your opinion of the course of work in the stores? 


[Answer, The truth is that this is one of our daily problems which we are 
working to overcome, We do not claim that matters are proceeding perfectly. 
However, we can say that the positive aspects in our work are more numerous 
than the negative ones. Our department inspects the work of the stores every 
now and then to familiarize itself with the progress of their work and to 
find out their difficulties. 


[Question] Are you thinking of redistributing the centers, especially since 
some of them are considered in excess of the need? 


[Answer] This is an important observation. The truth is that th need 
required the stores for the sale of canned foods for the purpose o* 
(rationing) and restricting the sale of canned goods to the public sector. 
However, the fact that the company has opened its doors to the private sector 
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stores has made it necessary to dispense with the public sector canned food 
stores and to merge them with the major centers so that their cadre may be 
employed to serve the citizens in a better manner, especially since the 
sales of the canned food stores have dropped. 


[Question] How can sales in the centers be improved, especially since the 
system of selling does not encourage the citizen to come to the centers? 


[Answer] I agree with you that the system in the centers is not a developed 
system of rapid service. However, it is necessary that the centers be kept 
in their present condition for the time being. There is a tendency to set 
up supermarket-like consumer cooperatives that contain the various goods 
needed by the citizen, 


[Question] What is the percentage of damage in the centers? 


[Answer] It is a small percentage because we are not a storage facility and 
we sell the goods as soon as we receive them. However, some goods are not 

in demand, such as dairy products and other goods, and this causes them to 

get damaged. 


[Question] How do you direct the centers insofar as their relationship with 
the citizen is concerned? 


[Answer] We meet with the officials in charge of the centers every now and 
then. Some of the issues that we bring up with them include the importance 
of treating the citizen well and the need to be patient in the face of the 
insults or complaints of some citizens because the centers reflect the image 
of the public sector with such behavior. However, I must admit that there 
are some salesmen who do not treat the citizen properly and this is due to 
their lack of awareness. 


Proposals and Observations 
Dealing with the situation of the centers requires the Ministry of Labor 
and Civil Service to meet the demands of center workers for allowances and 


incentives. 


Speeding up the reexamination of the structure and distribution of the 
centers so as to turn them into consumer cooperatives. 


A temporary solution for the situation of the centers requires that their 
needs of goods be met quickly because many of the centers have no warehouses. 


There is a shortage of manpower in some stores, especially those in areas 
with high population density. 
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PEOPLE'S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF YEMEN 


ORGANIZATIONS DISCUSS DISTRIBUTION, ELECTRICITY PROBLEMS 
Aden AL-THAWRI in Arabic 10 May 80 pp 6-7 


[Article by Sa'id Qasim Ba'awad: "Very Frank Dialogue With Marketing and 
Electricity Organizations; Marketing Organization: We Cannot Meet Market 
Needs and Farms Are Responsible; Ten Strategic Products Considered Untouchable 
Are Affected; Public Electricity Authority: Plant Is 29 Years Old; Citizens, 
Please Reduce Electricity Consumption") 


Text] At the outset, the matter was a mere telephone call, The marketing 
organization] had a comment to make. So, the marketing people have heard 
the questions raised by the Lenin Farm. 


We will hold a frank dialogue this time, I said to comrade Muhammad Haytham 
"Ali, the general director of marketing. 


On the following day, I visited the organization and was faced with the 
questions and concerns of the Lenin Farm, as well as with those of the 
Marketing Organization. Each has its concerns and problems and between the 
two, AL-THAWRI is conducting a dialogue and making an endeavor. 


[Question] (We said to brother Muhammad) There is a general observation in 
the interview with the Lenin Farm manager. The observation cites the pricing 
problem as a serious problem. Wet does your organization say to this? 


[Answer] (Brother Muahmmad Haytham ‘Ali said) We are not the authority in 
charge of pricing. There is a special committee in the Ministry of 

Agriculture, As a general director of the marketing organization, I am a 
member in this committee. The price is based on definite scientific prin- 
ciples. Last year, the committee determined the production costs of eight 


kinds of vegetables and fruits. 


[Question] And how about banana costs? They say that you impose an unrea- 
sonable price and that you buy the kilogram for 45 fils and sell it for 
100 fils. 
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in other words, instead of /5 tens, the farm supplied 116 tenes during this 
period, 0 hew can it be said that we did net collect the onions from the 
Lenin Para’ 


Leofhciusion of Dialogue 


le conclude, this is a first dialogue with the Marketing Organization aimed 
at ahewering the questions raised by the Lenin Farm. We will return to the 
organization to familiarize ourselves with its probleme better and better. 


Llectricity...All Reasons 


tere is another dialogue with the electricity [authority] te which we have 
cartied the complainte of the farms. in the office of brother Muhammad 
Tarmum, the executive chairman of the Public Electricity Authority, the 
problem presented required a detailed explanation. The data concerning the 
date of the creation of the authority is necessary. But what is more 
important ie an answer to the questions raised by the farme. 


\Question] Why all these outages’? The Abyan farms complain of the elec- 
tricity outages that last for houre. 1 have seen how they suffer in the 
fields from the electricity problea. 


\Anewer! (Brother Muhammad Tarmum said) The outages problem lies funda- 
mentally in the inadequate generating capacity. We are trying to raise 
this capacity by buildine a new central plant. As long as this plant is not 
built, we will continue to gove from one temporary solution to another. 


in comment, Chief Engineer Anwar Suhuli says: The rise in electricity 
demand is large and is escalating annually whereas the power~generat ing 
capacity is unchanged. 


Brother Tarmum adds: We should keep in mind that we should have a reserve 
lcapacity) of nearly 30 percent to be able to overcome such outages and 

this is something that is not possible at present. Add to this that the 
condition of the basic commercial [sic] plant has become fearful, especially 
since its generators are gore than 29 years old. 


Therefore, we expect similar outages, as we have already pointed out in 
previous television interviews and other interviews with the media. We 

hope that the acute nature of these outages will be lessened when al-Mansurah 
plant is put into operation. This plan is expected to start operat ing 

before the summer of 1982. 
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a ’ wave 4 make | the eitiszense. it 18 e@eentiail that they 
resuce Chelf electfieity e@nsumplion afd te step pesing 4 threat te the 
sfoduction) capacity, Please write thie in the fhewapaper, 


Party's Basic Organisation; We Have Our Observations, Cooperation With 
Matiagement Not Faetablished 


yhen we asked brother Sa'id Hasan Salim, the first secretary of the party's 
aeic ofgahivation, fer his opinion and the bas tk organization's op alten 
om the prejected prebiems, he said! 


it le Our evaluation a8 4 basic organisation that if better relations were 
established between the party orgafhization and the popular organization on 
the one hand and the wtliity management on the ot ver, that if the organi- 
sations were enabled to participate more effectively in drawing the plane and 
te ®ake periodic appraisals and that if there was joint action to overcome 
the diffieulties, it would be possible to improve the situation, 


fe put it belefly, we feel that there has been a delay in requesting elec- 
tricity generators for Abyan area even though the h.gher authorities have 
approved the necessary allecations, However, the necessary steps were not 
taken by (he utility management at the right time, 


In ofar ae the Aden plant te concerned, the steps necessary for the purchase 
of four additional generatore for the Khawr Makear plant to meet the 1980-8) 
lvad have also not been taken even though the issue wae discussed more than 
enee at the Council of Ministers and even though the necessary instructions 
were given, We feel at present that we are facing 4 situation that we will 
not be able to overcome except by expediting the request for the generators, 
by intensifying the maintenance work and by improving the organization of 
work, keeping mind the constructive proposals, opinions and viewpoints of 
the workere and of their partisan and popular organizations for lessening 
the crisis, 


The equipment is actually old, some of it more than 29 years old. It is 
unreliable and will continue to be liable to stop functioning at any time 
despite all the efforts that are being exerted, But improved work organi- 
zation can reduce the phenomenon of electricity outages, especially in 

the farme We have already said that the problem of the farms with elec- 
tricity covl. have been avoided if the approved generators for Ja‘ar elec- 
tricity [plant! had been requested at the right time. However, the capacity 
available at present is incapable of facing the need. 


The problem of .he farme will continue to exist until the Khalaf plant in 
Hadhramaut is put into operation. There might be a sossibility for trans- 
ferring some generators from al-Mukalla to Ja‘ar, in Abyan Governorate, to 
meet the demand. 
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